— 
* 
+ 
” 
«þ. 
- 
— * 
* 
* 


* 
* 
Y , 
3 at » 
* 
n 
1 tk 
. 
- - 4. 
2 » 
A o 's 
* Ly 
3 
4 
* * 


4 
* 

2 
N 


2 4 
e 
„ 


= 
3 
- 


*. 
» 
5 
” 
75 
Y 


1 


— 


"PREACHED BEFORE 
B ROOR W 


” 


R DMATOR 


5 54. PR * R * 5 4 . br 
' * 4 ; 5 
285 OF TH E * ; . 
« "A | 1 
* 5 2 


1 * * 
— Wh . 
5 nk 1 — * 
= * 
= . : j 
# Ee 4% 
7 ry > . 
N * 


* N 5 
4” * 
A 1. 8 
1 4 
1 * 
* F 
# * N 
2 
i 5 
— * 
* - 
1 
\ 


4 > - 
* % =) 
g 2 — 
4 — 
0 — 
A 4 
a $ by 
by 1 *, 
- = 8. x 
* 
3 
a 3 
I Ss — 
N 4 
* 
: 3 
— . * 
2 £ 
* 3 
1 _—_ 
. . : 
. - 
[4 = 
” { 5 
Ry 
> 4 o 
_ 
«# , 
Tz * * 
> 4 


2 : — 
* * > 
EE RY 8 1 
= OED ent he RNS 
by 3. WY ; ; g 
- 


PRICE THREE SHIELINGS.. 


* 


22 
* 
4 
= = 
boy 
1 
. — 
N 
4 
. 
* 
= 
2 
* 
£ 
P 
— 
„ 
- 
* 
R 


Fs 
"RF 


* 
* 
- 
4 
« . 
, 
” 
— 
- 
. 
1 
- 


- 
- 
. 
* 
. 
1 o — * 
* 
* 


= 
* / 
* 
* ” 
"© 
7 4 
* P 


. 
4 
%. * 
. * 
* 
. 
I W 


SIX SERMONS 
1 ON ER BEFORE | 
The Right Hon. BROOK WATSON, 
LORD MAYOR 
1 5 
CITY OF LONDON. 


an ** 


* off 


_ 
* 


* 


Br GEORGE STEPNEY TOWNLEY, MA. £7 


RECTOR or THE UNITED PARISHES or. Mey 


ur. STEPHEN, Wal BROOK, AND * BENNET SHER 20G, 


| LECTURER OF sr. DUNSTAN 'S IN THE EAST, 


AND ; $5 


. ro HIS ronbskir. > 
* | 8 
10 N D 2 N: 


PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, EG _ 


BY W. WILSON, ST. PETER'S ILL poerons COMMONS, „„ 


0 N 


IT au $0LD BY MESSRS, RIVINGTON;. TY PAUL 's cavecn- 


YARD; AND . . CHARING- 1 oniahs 


7 t % 
DOES 1 88 N : A 
%%% Wd. 
A * . | ds. 
2 5 f 
1 X ; 
8 & 
5 
F 
3 4 
\ 


3 — Py At” 


— — 


ria 4-5 


To 
The Right . BROOK WATSON, 
L 0 4 5 MA COM. 


Fg 


or THE 


e OF LONDON. 


THE, FOLLOWIN G | 


DISCOURSES, 


' PREACHED BEFORE DS LORDSHIP, 


+ 


ARE, 


WITH THE a = „8111 


DEDICATED, 


BY HIS LORDSHIP's MUCH OBLIGED 


SERVANT AND CHAPLAIN, 


| WALBROORK, 
Oxober 25, 1797- 


* 


R OS 
C q N 
— — ? ae aun 
— nt ec > one EST - 
— { w — — " 


G. S. TOWN LEY. 


« 6 7 
| ds 
+ 
X * 
r wh P Levee Area 3 Ns ef, 
— —— — renner 
* WAS mes 


— — 
. —— — 


—— 2 — 
—— ͥ—Q— — 


— 


— —— — 
——— — re. mW — — — 


— — ws. 4 — - — — 
— — * n WV < 
NN — 
— =_ 


my 


* 


CONTENTS. 


SERMON I Fox 3. 
ON THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH. 
MALACH1 chap. iii. part of the iſt verſe. 


The e Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come ne to his 


Tp. : 


SERMON II. PAGE 23. 8 
ON THE $INS OF THE NATION. — © 
' Isaran chap. viii. ver, 1. 8 
Cry aloud, ſpare not; lift up thy voice like a trumpet, 
and ſhew my people their tranſgreſſions, and the houſe | 


of ng their hos. „ . 
. 
SER M 0 N III. | PAGE 43- „ 
« 'No RESPECT OF PERSONS WITH GOD.' wt 2 


Romans chap. ii. verſes 9, 10, 11. 
Tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that 
doeth evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile ; - 
but glory, honour, and peace to every man that work - 
eth good, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile: 
5 fog there 1 is no WT of perſons with . 5 


5 SER. 


CONTENTS. 

. SERMON IV. Aer 63. 
« LIGHT -IN-THE LORD” 
Epnesians chap. v. ver. 8. 


Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light in 
the Lord : walk as children of light. 


* 


— 
SERMON V. pAGE 85. 
: o THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. | 


1 CoriNTHIANS chap. xv. ver. 12. 
If Chriſt be preached that he roſe from the dead, how 
ſay ſome among you that there is no reſurrection of 
the dead ? | | | 
5 — 
SERMON VI. vac 109. 
« DOING FUSTLY, LOVING MERCY, AND 
„ WALKING HUMBLY WITH OUR GOD. 1 
| Mica chap. vi. ver. 8. 
Het hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good : and what 


| doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and 
do love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ? 


5 


ON THE ADVENT OP THE MESSIAH. 


SERM _ 7, 


Fab Charch: of Sts Lawrence eu. 


are wah. + , 
RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR, 
| THE . The | 

AL DE Nr! E N, 8 1 ERIFFS, 


* 


AND 3 


COMMON COUNCIL oF THE CITY OF LONDON, 


— 
* 5 
—_—— —— ——— : 


; ox THE EIGHTH OF | JANUARY, 1797 "4 8 A . 


: 
11 
* 
3 : ' 0 
14 
$1 [7 
4 11 
1 ; 
j 
j 
1.9 
1 
8 
* 
1 
1 
1] 
1 
5 
? 4 
2 
5 


— OI 


BEING THE 


* 


FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 


! \ ba 
br 0s fn a n 1 
* — 
* 
* 
* 
- 
* x 
7 
- 
5 'S * 
l 25 
— 
* 
i 
4 


SERMON 1. 
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MALACHI, CHAP, 111, PART OF THE FIRST VERSE; 


THE LORD, WHOM YE. SEEK, SHALL SUDDENLY 
| COMB TO HIS TEMPLE: 


Tn E Seriptures of the yy Fellumwnt + oer at 

at large the Hiſtory of the Jews from their firſt _ 2 

ſelection as a peculiar people to the days of | 

Malachi. They likewiſe atteſt that the expec- 
tation of one extraordinary law-giver and de- 

— Hverer prevailed for ages preceding the ſelection 

of the Jews, and continued uninterrupted among 

that people. The prophecies delivered in the 
Old Teſtament, reſpecting the Advent of the 
Meſſiah, were conſtantly referred by the ancient 

Jews to the miniſtration of one perſon, who . 7 
ſhould be * of the ſeed of Abraham, of the tribe if 
55 of Judah, of the houſe and lineage of 7 io „ 


e Moſes, 1 no 1 under the Jaw was *; 
commiſſioned to Promul gate, or authorized to 
5 1 5 2 2» 185 make 


I 


* 


( 4 ) 

make a new covenant. The duty of ſucceeding 
| Prophets confiſted in calling the attention of the 
_ Jews to the law given by Moſes, and in gradually 
announcing the Advent of that Prophet, Prieſt, 

and King, who ſhould publiſh good tidings,” 
and © make a new covenant with the houſe of 
« Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judah.“ It was 
therefore, as well with reference to many prior 
predictions, as with the deſire of confirming the 
hopes, and alleviating the diſtreſſes of thoſe, who, 
in the days of Malachi, looked for redemption in 
Hrael, that the laſt of the prophets under thge 
law delivered this inſpired. . meſſage : —© The Y 
« Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly c« come to 
c his. Temple.” | 


In the following diſcourſe, I-ſhall. endeavour 
to. ſhew, in the „iu place, that the Expedtation 
of the Meſſiah, referred to in theſe words The 
« Lord, whom. ye ſeek” —was fo unded * on the 
<« ſure word of prophecy ;” continued without 
interruption among the Jews; and . exiſted at 
the period, when our Lord. publicly appeared: 

ſecondly, that it was atteſted by ſome prophane 
writers; and is ſtill, even at this day, entertained 
among the people of the Jews: in the bird place, 
ſom theſe premiſes ſome. concluſions will be 

| drawn, 


* Jeremiah xxxi. 31. 


£5 * 


drawn, tending to excite attention to the Offi i 
and to the Perſon of our Lord, in whom 8 all 
5 e is. fulfilled.” 7, 


_L.— The 6 of Jeſs is the 8 of | 
70 « prophecy. » That ſpirit was beſtowed “ at 
« ſundry times and in divers manners“ on the 
- prophets, to prepare the way of the Lord,” 
to reveal the preciſe time of his appearing, the 
holineſs of his life, the benefits of his death, the 
nature of his office, and the divinity of his perſon.  : 
Jo ſele& every prediction, and every charac- 
. deſcription, type, or figure, reſpecting 
the Meſſiah, would be to tranſcribe the greater 
part of the. Old Teſtament. But from among 
the direct predictions of his coming, delivered 
during the period of nearly four thouſand years, 
from Adam to Malachi, the following will be 
_ ſufficient to prove, that the expectation, referred. 
to in the text, was founded on © the. 85 word 
« os . As 


1 5 Concerning the MESSIAH, . 
8 our firſt parents it was re- Geneſis 
vealed, that ©. the ſeed of the woman iii. 15. | 
- ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head rs | 


*Revelations xix. 10. 


0 * * 
/ SE | 33 
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Yo the Patriarchs Abraham and 


Iſaac, that © in their ſeed ſhall all the 


e nations of the earth be bleſſed :* r 


Deut. 


XV111. I 8. 


Pſalm. 
xvi. 10. 


o Jacob, that * the ſceptre ſhall 
* not depart from Judah, nor a law- 


c. giver from between his feet, until 


« Shiloh come, and unto him ſhall the 
« gathering of the people'be :” 
o Moſes, that « a prophet ſhould 
te be raiſed up from among their 
« brethren, like unto him:“ 
o David, in reference to the re- 


ſurrection of Chriſt, Thou wilt not 


« leave my ſoul in hell, neither wilt 


e thou ſuffer thine holy one to ſee cor- 


Fark, | 


xXXXIv, 23. 


5 


5 1255 e them 3 


« ruption :” - | 
—To Iſaiah, Behold, a virgin ſhall. 
<« conceive, and bear a. ſon, and ſhall 


* call his name Immanuel ?” 


—To Jeremiah, „ Behold, the days 


come, ſaith the Lord, that I will 


« raiſe unto David a righteous branch; 


« —and this is his name, whereby he 
« ſhall be called, the Lord our righ- 


? 


*« teouſneſs:” 
—To Ezekiel, that „God will K 
« up one ſhepherd over them, and he 


. 


(7) 


_ th Daniel, that « Meſſiah ſhall be 
« cut off, but not for himſelf: and that 
« he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the 
 « Oblation to ceaſe: _ _ 
. Micah, that © out of Bethle- 


hem ſhall He come forth, that is to 


be ruler in Iſrael ; whoſe goings forth 
have been from of old, from ever- 
laſting =”  - 
—To Nahum, « Behold. 3 the 
mountains the feet of him that 
© bringeth. good tidings, that pub- 
liſneth peace: 0 5 
—To Habakkuk, that « the earth 


< ſhall be filled with the knowledge of 


the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
« cover the ſea:“ 

Io Haggai, that © the deſite of 
all nations ſhall come; and the glory 
of this latter houſe ſhall be . 
than of the former :* 


Habak. 
ii. 14. 


Haggai 5 
U. 7, 9. 


3 Zechariah, that cc he all come” 5 5 
5 lowly;“ that they ſhall « weigh for 1 
« his price thirty pieces of filver; and xii 


< ſhall look upon him, whom they have 


. pierced: and, laſt of all, SED 
To Malachi, «The Lord, whom 


_ * whom ye ſeek ſhall . come t 


a to 0 Nis an a = 


— 


* * 
* 83 
* 


The ſuddenneſs of the Lord's coming, here 
mentioned, ſeems to refer to theſe words imme- 
diately preceding: © Behold, I will ſend my 
, 6 meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the way be- 

« fore me; a prophetic deſcription of the 
| harbinger of Chriſt, John the Baptiſt. The 
« voice of him that cried in the wilderneſs” 
had been predicted more than ſeven hundred 
years before the birth of John, by the evan- 
gelical prophet;* whoſe book, or © viſion,” con- 
tains the ſublimeſt deſcriptions of the divine 
Majeſty, together with the cleareſt ns 
e to the Meſſian. 


The ruffetings and death of Chriſt are ſo 
pathetically and minutely foretold in the 53d 
chapter of Iſaiah, that, among the Jews of mo- 
dern times, ſome have been reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of acknowledging two Meſſiahs; a doc- 
trine unknown to the ancient Jews; others, of 
maintaining, that for the ſins of the nation, the 
Meſſiah has delayed his coming; and others, of 
aſſerting, contrary to hiſtorical evidence, that the 

5 3d chapter was written after the death of Chriſt. 
All theſe evaſions in reality confeſs the ſtrict 
agreement between "OH. Evangeliſts and that 

5 prophet. - 5 Bo 
1 Ce „„ | But, 


x 
8 


But, who can pants the lc of Iſiah wi 
out admiration? who can lay claim to literary 


taſte without prizing, it highly? The learned 
critic, who dwells with rapture on beauties in the 


Greek and Roman page, muſt lay aſide all claim 


to claſſical judgment, if he receive not a more 


_ exalted ſatisfaction from the book of Iſaiah than 
from the moſt renowned productions of Athens 


and of Rome. How much more ſhould the 


_ Chriſtian admire, not merely the ſublimity of 


the ſtyle, but the importance of the doctrines 
found in Ifaiah, and be continually « ſearching 
7 « thoſe ierten, which 8 of LIT N 


7 \ 
* 1 


As the 8 . time of our Lord's coming was 
marked out by Jacob's prophecy reſpecting the 
ſubverſion of the Jewiſh ſtate, and the calling of 

| The Gentiles ;* by Haggai's prediction of the 

i glory of the ſecond temple ; by Daniel's 

viſion of the four | kingdoms,” and his 


0 « ſeventy weeks of years: 4 ſo, in conſe- 
quence of the authenticity of the prophecies 


contained in the Old Teſtament, The very" 


ſame expectation, which, for ages, had en- 


5 gaged the attention of the Jews, ſubſiſted in ful! 
| force es the Peron of our Lord's public miniſtry. 
ry” e 


- 4 7 


'  * Geneſis xlix. 10. + Haga ji 9. 
8 THO Vii. a ix. 24. 
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This unqueſtionably appears from the three fol- 
lowing teſtimonies, ſelected out of many re- 
corded by the Evangeliſts: When the Baptiſt | 
preached, the people were in expectation, and 
& all men muſed in their hearts of John, whe- 
« ther he were the Chriſt or not.” * The woman 
of Samaria confeſſed, « TI know that Meſſiah 
e cometh ;—when he is come, he will tell us all 
„ things.” + And, when Jeſus had fed the . five 
«- thouſand with five barley loaves and two ſmall 


„ fiſhes, then thoſe men, who ſaw the miracle 


x that Jeſus did, ſaid, This is of a truth that 
« Prophet, that ſhould come into the world. 1 
Theſe teſtimonies ſufficiently ſhew, that the ex- 
pectation of the Meſſiah, to which Malachi bore 
_ witneſs, did exiſt among the Jews in the very | 
age, when He appeared, of «© whom Moſes and 
„ all-the Prophets had written.” The narrations 
of the Evangeliſts, compared with the predic- 
tions of the Prophets, diſcover the moſt exact 
"accompliſhment of every particular. Both Teſta- 
ments point to one and the ſame perſon: the Old 
under various ſignificant types, characteriſlic de- 
ſcriptions, and direct predictions; the New by 
exhibiting one perfect antitype, in whom pro- 
F 8 the teſtimony 7 W 18 fulfilled. 


wn IE But . 
25 Luke iii. 15.  ; John iv. 25. F John vi. He. 


„„ 


II. - But ſince it is not unreaſonable to require 
chat ſo extraordinary an expectation ſhould re- 
ceive ſome additional confirmation, or collateral 


proof, beſides the teſtimony of the ſacred writ- 


ings; it may not be uſeleſs, in the ſecond place, 


to point out ſome atteſtations given to the reality 
of that expectation even by profane writers. 


The knowledge of the Old Teſtament for 
many ages had been confined, with its language, 
to the nation of the Jews. That impediment to 


the diffuſion of its truths was greatly removed 


by the tranſlation of the original into the moſt | 
- univerſal language, about three centuries be: 


fore our Lord appeared. The verſion of the 


Old Teſtament, from Hebrew. into Greek, c- 
caſioned the law and the prophets to be more 
generally known: and, in conſequence of that 
knowledge, many de vout perſons out of every 
© nation” became proſelytes to the Jewiſh reli- 


gion; and numbers, beſides the children of Iſrael, 


looked for the completion of the promiſes re- 
POOR the Meſſiah, according to the time and 8 


place announced i in thoſe Scri prures. 


.As the Septuagint Verfioh was nen i at Rome 
in the Auguſtan age, it is not ſurprizing to find 


1 that ſome direct teſtimonies were given by Roman 
5 | A 122ͥͤͥð ii 
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' hiſtorians to the extraordinary expectation enter- 
tained by the Jews. Two of them have atteſted 
the reality of that expectation. -Tacitus, after 
obſerving, that, on the approach of the Roman 
army under Veſpaſian and Titus againſt Jeruſa- 
lem, the internal factions. of the Jews yielded to 
their mutual deſire of vanquiſhing the external 

_ foe;®* and after recording ſeveral omens and pro- 
digies, which ſeemed to portend deſtruction to 
that city, ſubjoined theſe memorable words: 
Many were perſuaded it was contained in the 
ancient writings of their prieſts, that the Eaſt 

« would at that period prevail, and out of 
* Judæa would ariſe thoſe, who ſhould obtain 
 « ſovereign dominion,” 4 And he imagined that 

the perſuaſion, or myſterious prediction, received 
its accompliſhment in the perſons. of 8 | 
and Titus, | 


- Similar 
** Tis in duas faRtiones civitas diſceſſit, CEE propin- 
* quaneibys? Rom. oo externum concordiam pararet.” 


Tacir: Hier. LY. C 12. 


+ < Pluribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis Gacerdotum litteris 
© contineri, eo ipſo tempore fore, ut valeſceret Oriens, pro- 
. .* fetique Judea rerum potirentur. Quz ambages Veſpa- 
: N ac Titum predixerant,” 


* 


lers Hit: *. V. S. 13. 


| ; Similar to this is the teſtimony of Suetonius in 
his life of the Emperor Veſpaſian, to whom he 
'._ likewiſe applies the completion © of that ancient 


« and eſtabliſhed opinion, which, as the hiſto-. $ 


rian intimates, occaſioned the Jews to rebel 
againſt the Romans, and which he has recorded | 
in theſe words: An ancient and eſtabliſhed 
. opinion had overſpread the Eaſt, that it is 
« decreed there ſhall ariſe at that period, out of 


0 Judæa, thoſe, who ſhould obtain ſovereign 
« domunipn.””* . 


The Jewiſh hiſtorian, Joſephus, likewiſe bears 
_ teſtimony to the exiſtence of that expectation in 
| his days: for, after recounting ſome prodigies, 
or portents, which preceded the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem; and remarking the extreme eagerneſs . 
of his countrymen to throw off ſubjection to the 
Roman yoke, he obſerves, that what princi- 
„ excited them to the war, was, an ambi- 
. guous oracle, found likewiſe in their holy 
1 eee chat MIT that e one of their 


4 own 


ates Pererebuerat Oriants & toto vetus et conſtans « opinio: eſſe 
© in fatis, ut eo tempore Judza profecti rerum potirentur, Id 
de Imperatore Rom. quantum eventu poſtea Part arg 
| © tym 9 855 ad * e rebellarunt.” 


Sun ron. IN Vierer. f. + 


— 


( 14 5 


% own countrymen would ih the ſovereignty 
" i of the world. * | 


But there is till an inconteſtible proof of the 
reality of that expectation in its preſent exiſtence 
among the people of the Jews. To this hour 
they retain the ſame expectation, and wait for a 
Meſſiah in the glory of temporal dominion. 


In «the forms of prayers, which are now pub- 


« licly read in the ſynagogues, the twelfth of 
their © thirteen creeds” runs in words to this : 
effect I believe, with a firm and perfect 
te faith, that the Meſſiah is to come: although he 
« tarrieth I will wait, and expect daily his com- 
* ing. f. Their conduct in this reſpect, as in 


many others, atteſts not only the inſpiration of 


their own prophets, but the divine authority of 
the Goſpel: for, the ſubverſion. of their whole 
polity, civil and religious — their diſperſion 
among all nations—their preſent continuance on - 
the earth—and their final converſion to the Chriſ- 
tian Path, form a confiderable part of the pro- 
| „%% Phecies | 
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phecies nga in the New 8 Their 
long dependent condition confirms the ſacred 


1 


| authoriry of this ancient prediction delivered. __ | 
Hoſea, © the children of Iſrael ſhall abide many 


_ « days without a king, and without a prince, 
% and without a ſacrifice: * the utter deſtruc- 


tion of their temple and city by the Roman 
power demonſtrates the truth} of this prophecy 


delivered by our bleſſed Lord, that «© Jeruſalem 


« ſhall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
« the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled: 4 
while their perſiſting in the (expectation of a 
. Meffiah, in temporal glory, illuſtrates this aſ- 


ſertion of St. Paul—that « Blindneſs in part is 
| © happened to Iſrael, until the fulneſs of the 
3 Gentiles be come in.“ 4 | 


« Le 


1 ng thus attempted to ſhew that the Bu” 


peliation of the Meſſiah referred to, by Malachi, 


in theſe words, — the Lord whom ye ſeek,” was 


founded on * the ſure word of prophecy””—con- | 
tinued without interruption among the Jews 5 


exiſted at the period when our Lord publicly ap- 


peared was atteſted by ſome profane writers— -* 


| and is ſtill, even at this day, entertained among 
the e of the * | 


1 101 From 
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III. From theſe premiſes, it is reaſonable to 
conclude, in the third and laſt place, that the 
manifeſtation of Divine Power, in the ſucceſſive 
degrees of evidence vouchſafed to aſcertain the 

Advent of the Meſſiah, was deſigned to excite the 
attention of mankind to the Office and to the Perſon 
of Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all Scripture is fulfilled : 

to his office, as ©& the Meſſenger of the Covenant; 
* the Teacher ſent from God; who ſpake as 
« never man ſpake,” and left an example worthy 

of all imitation. A ſingular evidence of the good- 
neſs of God towards mankind, whether the ſtate 
of the Jewiſh, or Gentile world, at the period of 
our Lord's Mn be conſidered. : 


1 Propher had eG 1 the Jews 
from the days of Malachi, till the preaching of 
John the Baptiſt: during that interval, the miſ- 

interpretations given to the law, the corrupt 
gloſſes and vain traditions of the Phariſees, 

Scribes, and Elders, made the ceremonial law 
more regarded than the moral ; the lower orders 

were ſunk in ignorance and ſuperſtition ; - the 

chief among the Jews were intent on enriching 
themſelves; and errors of the moſt ſerious conſe- 

quence prevailed in the Jewiſh church, which 

_ manifeſtly required the interpoſition of authority, 
j W]wPE oo, 
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EE Co | 
In the Gentile world, though the Roman em- | 
pire was then in its meridian glory, and arts. 
ſciences, and learning ſhone with a ſplendour — 
before unknown; though the powers of the mind j 
had freely been called forth to aſcertain and to 
eſtabliſh truths of the firſt importance to man; 
| yet all that reaſon, all that philoſophy could dic- 
tate for the ſuppreſſion of idolatry, for the refor- 
mation of manners, and for introducing a ſpiritual Cc 
_ worſhip acceptable unto God, proved ineffectual : + | 
nor was it to be expected that mere reaſon ſhould - * | 
3 " redreſs evils, which it could not prevent. Some 
among the Heathens were ſenſible of this. He, 
who was reputed the wiſeſt of them, confeſſed 
the want of ſuperior aſſiſtance; expreſſed a pious, 
if not prophetic hope, that divine Wiſdom would 
interpoſe for the general benefit of mankind ; and | 
3 ſuggeſted the neceſlity of expecting the coming of „ 
an inſtructor, and friend to human nature.“ It TY 
| was therefore an evidence of God's goodneſs, that - . 
| when the whole world, Jewiſh and Gentile, “ bond 
V'; and 
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« and free, the wiſe and theunwiſe,” ſtood in need 
of ſound doctrine, and perfect example; when 
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te the people walked in darkneſs,” God ſent forth 
his Son to “ call men out of darkneſs into his 


e marvellous light; at a period the leaſt favour- 


able to impoſture, and therefore the fitteſt for 
truth to manifeſt itſelf; when all the exertions of 
power and authority, of learning and virtue, of 
prejudice and vice, could not diſcover any falſe 
pretenſions in the miniſtry of Jeſus. 

But though the miſſion of our bleſſed Lord was 
eminently beneficial in delivering to thoſe, who 


e ſat in darkneſs,” a perfect rule of life, and in 


exhibiting a pattern of all righteouſneſs, - yet the 
end of his coming is not reſtrained to thoſe good 
purpoſes : he moreover came to make atonement 
for fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf; “he gave 
« himſelf a ranſom for all.”* His ſufficiency 


for that high office, we learn, from the divine 


attributes aſcribed to his Perſon in the Scriptures : 
in both Teſtaments He is pronounced to. be om- 
niſcient, omnipreſent, omnipotent : David, in 
« ſpirit, called him Lord: Ifaiah proclaimed, 
« make ſtraight in the deſert an highway for our 

God: and Malachi, © the Lord ſhall come 
« to his Temple.” —* He came—unto his owh, 

- . 8 . 1 and 
Tim. ii. 6. + Plalmex, 1. 7 Ifaiah xl. 3. 
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« and his own received him not: the world was 

„ made by him, and the world knew him not.” “ 8 
He came meek and lowly, and ©« was deſpiſed 

e and rejected of men.” f But, to ſtrengthen | 
our faith, and to perfe& our obedience, the ſame | . 

Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, who have recorded our | 
Lord's fir coming in great humility, do like- 7 
wiſe, with one voice, proclaim his /econd coming, : 
in glory, to © judge the world in righteouſneſs.” _ 


May our preſent knowledge of theſe ſacred 
truths prevail with us to © learn of him, that we 
« may find reſt unto our ſouls! May our belief 
of his Goſpel, by regulating our thoughts, words, 
and actions, make us * wiſe unto. ſalvation 
while, with grateful hearts, we join in this con- 
feſſion, made by Peter Lord, to whom ſhall 
e we go? Thou haſt the words of eternal life: 
and we believe, and are ſure, that Thou art - —. 
te the Chriſt, the Son of 1275 living God.“ * OTE 'Y 


* John i. 10, 11. + Tſaiah ki 5 1 John vi. 68, 69. 7 „ 
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SERMON II. 


ISAIAH, CHAP, LVIII. VERSE 1. 


ex ALovp, SPARE NOT; LIFT UP THY . VOICE 
| LIKE A TRUMPET, AND -SHEW MY PEOPLE 


* THEIR TRANSGRESSION, - AND THE SEE OF 
JACOB THEIR SINS. 


1 HE book of Iſaiah, written more than ſeven 


hundred years before the birth of Chriſt, con- 
tains many glorious deſcriptions of the majeſty 
of God, and many clear prophecies relative to 


the office, character, and perſon of the Meſſiah; 
expreſſed in language ſo conſonant with the 
ſpirit of the Goſpel, that, by ſucceeding ages, 


Ifaiah has been eminently diſtinguiſhed as the 


Evangelical Prophet; while the ſublimity of 


his thoughts, and the importance of his doc- 


2 h trines, have deſervedly placed him in the firſt 
rank of inf} 1 8 writers. 


» 
. ” 
* 


i But, 40 it was an eſpecial part of Ifaiah's mi- 
niſtry to enforce. obedience to * the law given 
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* by vow reprove the 8 of the 


ſiderable portion of his writings is employed in 
e ſhewing the people their tranſgreſſions, and 
< the honſe of Jacob their fins.” With what 
ſtrength of argument does he inveigh againſt 


work of their own hands! “ To whom will ye 


. Juſtice! * every one loveth gifts, and followeth 


before them.” To fix their confidence on the 
God of Iſrael, and to mark their diſhonour in 
entering into covenants and confederacies with 
the idolatrous nations, the Prophet expoſed their 


% God.” * Who art thou that. thou ſhouldeſt 
'« be afraid of a man, that ſhall die, and for- 
e getteſt the Lord thy Maker, that hath firetch- 


4 of the earth?” At the ſame time, left deſpair 
ſhould ſeize ny awakened. conſcience, like a 


„ 


Jews, and to call them to repentance; ſo a con- 


their infatuation in turning back to idols, the 


« liken God? or what likeneſs will ye com- 
« pare unto him? All nations before him are as 
« nothing: behold, they are all vanity : their 
« works are nothing: their molten images are 
« wind and confuſion.” With what force of 
truth does he reprove their covetouſneſs and in- 


« after rewards : they judge not the fatherleſs; 
* neither doth the cauſe of the widow come 


folly in © fearing man, and having no fear of 


« ed forth the heavens, and laid the foundations 


faithful 


—— En OS 


( 


fairhful ſervant of the God of a he ani. 
mated the contrite heart with comfortable aſ- 
furances of pardon. | But to expoſe the extreme 
wickedneſs of © drawing nigh unto God, and 
«. honouring him with their lips, while their 
ce heart was removed far from him,“ the Pro- 
phet, in the chapter before us, after condemning 
the hypocritical humiliation, thus pointed out 
r the acceptable day to the Lord: e Is not 
e this the faſt that I have choſen, to looſe the 


„ bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 


« burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and 
et that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal 
« thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring 
| « the poor that are caſt out to thy houſe; and 
* that. thou hide not thyſelf. from thine. o WV w 
*« fleſh?- then ſhalt thou call, and the Lok ſhall | 
86 anſwer. 1 

We a are now ated, in „ to lawful 
authority, to deprecate the judgments, to ſup- 
plicate the aſſiſtance, and to implore the bleſſing 
of God. But, though we ©« ſanctify a faſt,” the 
very ſolemnity will render us ſtill more ob- 
noxious to the divine diſpleaſure, unleſs we 

humble our ſouls in the fight of God. It may 
therefore be ſuitable to the preſent occaſion, to 
int out ſome of the deviations from religioys 


I wiſdom, 


e a Jrom moral truth, which aj 7 80 this 
age and nation: that, by reflecting on their tendency 
both to ſubvert the beſt intereſts of ſociety, and 
to draw down the judgments of Heaven, we may, 


individually, be prevailed on to © call our own 


« ways to remembrance, and make our Peace 
4 with God. 


:. Ea the many deviations from religious 
wiſdom, which in defiance of common ſenſe, and 
of all laws human and divine, diſgrace this age 
and nation, foremoſt ſtands the ſpirit of Infidelity: 
by which numbers are prevailed on to account it 
a matter of indifference, whether the mind be 
impreſſed with any religious principles, and un- 
becoming man's dignity and independence to ac- 
knowledge that homage and obedience are due to 
a Supreme Being. This ſpirit of infidelity, wholly 
_ unfavourable to the attainment of religious wiſ- 
dom, i is cheriſhed by the ſophiſtry of ſome modern 
. philoſophers, who rob the heart of its trueſt happi- 
neſs and moſt glorious expectations, by denying 
the evidences of natural and revealed religion, and 
by infecting the minds of parents with theſe dan- 
gerous poſitions—that children are not to be pre- 
diſpoſed to any mode of thought or action and 
that they ſhould not be inſtructed in the elements 
of moral * or of Chriſtian e From 
. „ . 85 Ln 
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this pernicious ſyſtem it is not to be expected ( for 


by many it is not ſo much as defired) that the 


_ riſing generation ſhall ſhew any regard for truths, 
not. fairly preſented to their minds; or any re- 
verence for the Chriſtian diſpenſation, known to 


them principally through the miſrepreſentations 


of its avowed enemies. To the ſame ſpirit of in- 


fidelity are likewiſe to be aſcribed that avidity, 


with which profane and atheiſtical works are pe- 
ruſed; and that miſchievous induſtry, by which, 
under every poſſible form and artifice, they are 
recommended to univerſal notice. 


| It is moreover . to reflect on ſome 
enen from religious wiſdom, which many 


perſons, who would diſavow the name and cha- 


racter of Infidels, ſtill allow in themſelves ; - ſuch 
as, the neglect of public worſhip the diſregard 
of ſacred ordinances; and ignorance of the Scrip- 


tures. Endowed with reaſon and ſuſceptible of 2 
religious impreſſions, they with-hold their tribute 


of praiſe and adoration to the Great Creator :— 


While they enjoy the giſt of life, and are ſenſible | 


that the continuance and comfort of their preſent 
_ exiſtence depend on numberleſs cauſes abſolutely 


out of their foreſight and direction, they are yet 


unwilling to employ ſome. portions of their time 
in giving public teſtimony to the emlience anc 
8 8 , ou 
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” "Divi the foundation of the world, one May in 
| ſeven was ſanctified and hallowed in remembrance 


of the work of Creation.* In the law given by 


Moſes, to keep holy unto the Lord” every 


ſeventh day, was among * the ten words,” or 


commandments, © written with the finger of 


God: f and this peculiar bleſſing was promiſed 
to the faithful obſervers of that ordinance—< if 


tt thou call the ſabbath a delight, the holy of the 
« Lord, honourable ; and ſhalt honour Him, not 
« doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
« pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words ; then 
« ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord; and I 
« will feed thee with the W of Jacob 32 
„„ 


Ae Chriſtians, * the firſt” day of the 
rt week,” eminently diſtinguiſhed in the Revelation 


of St. John as © the Lord's day,” $ was dedicated, 
in conformity with the practice of the Apoſtles, 


to the public offices of religion by the earlieſt 


5 converts, confeſſors and martyts: the de vout 


obſervance of that day has CO ineſtimable 
benefits 


> Geneſis ii i: ) | {Exodus REY 05 | 

+ Tfaiah lviii. 13, 14. $ Rev. i. 10, Zi 

|<< Eſſent ſoliti fate die ante lucem convenire, carmenque | 
** Chriſto, quaſ Deo, dicere ſecum invicem.”” © 

be i Traj. Limp, Ton 97. Lib. to. 
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benefits to individuals, as well as many folid ad- _ 
vantages to ſociety in general; and, by an innume. - | 
has been conſecrated to pious uſes during te 
period of almoſt eighteen hundred years. 5 


But, at preſent, through the degrading ſpirit 
of infidelity, the idea of « keeping one day in W 
_ © ſeven holy unto the Lord,“ is derided as ſuper. il 
ſtitious, and rejected as unphiloſophical : even by ß 
many who acknowledge the truth of the Chriſtian | 
Revelation, the greater part of the day is devoted 

to the purſuit of pleaſure, or mere recreation and 

amuſement : in the courſe of many years, they 

can find no leiſure to obey that ſacred ordinance _ 
inſtituted by their. Redeemer * in remembrance of ll 
e his love to man; nor do they allot any portion | 
of time for the expreſs purpoſe of meditating on | 
the Word of God. If, like fome inhabitants of _ 
the earth, they were deſtitute of the knowledge of ' 
Divine Revelation; or, like others, debarred tre 
liberty of poſſeſſing the Scriptures; ſuch invo- a | 
luntary ignorance would admit of a reaſonable - | 
excuſe; but when, through the eſpecial provi _ - 
_ dence of God, the Sacred Volume is preſented to "5 ol 
their underſtanding, in their own language, and 8 N 
in the original tongues, ignorance is wilful con 1 
tet; nt to all ſuch contemners of God's word 
| 5 „„ ù . belongs 
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belongs this condemnation, * ſpoken of in the 


* prophets: Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, 


« and periſh! for I work a work in your days, a 
« work which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, 1 8 
« a man declare it unto you. DO 


That among wee, in whom reigns the ſpirit 
of infidelity, there ſhould be found no zeal for 
the glory of God, no reverence for his holy name 
and word, and no regard for the miniſters of that 


word, is not to be wondered at: they, who re- 


fuſe to offer up the tribute of public adoration 


due unto the Moſt High; they, who avow ab- 
ſolute indifference to all religious perſuaſions ; 


they, who ſhew themſelves ſo unmerciful to their 
own children, as to with-hold from their tender 
minds the beſt means of ſecuring preſent com- 
fort and everlaſting peace, will find neither lei- 
ſure, nor inclination, to inveſtigate the ſtrength _ 
of thoſe arguments, which prove the exiſtence of 
God, and demonſtrate the 9 8 of the Chriſtian 


| Revelation, 


11.—1 os proceed in the ſecond place to point 


out ſome of the deviations from moral truth, which 
diſgrace this age and nation. 
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Acts xiii, 41. 


„ If the divine Authority be rejected, it is not to 
be expected, that moral principles will be con- 


ſcientiouſly regarded. If the precepts, the pro- 
miſes and threatenings delivered in the word of 
God, are held in no eſtimation, maxims of mere 


prudence will not have ſufficient authority, either, 
in the firſt inſtance, to check the thought of evil, 
or to prevent the perpetration of crimes, which 
are always the reproach, and ultimately h des | 


ſtruction of any people. 


Among the many deviations 3 moral tuch 
e in this metropolis, it is melancholy to 
reflect on the various unlawful modes of ſub- 


ſiſtence purſued by thouſands in the lower ranks - 


of life—the multitude of children of both ſexes 
trained up to vice and robbery—the wretched fe- 
males infeſting the ſtreets. and avenues of this 
city, whoſe immenſe number indicates the im- 


| morality that pervades every village and hamlet 


the many tenements purpoſely engaged to 
facilitate every ſpecies of plunder and depre- 


dation —and the continual violations of that con- 


fidence, without which, to ſome degree, no do- 


meſtic, no civil, no commercial ieren can be 


tranſacted. * 5 
5 But 


| * For a fall, chough * ws pi oe eftimate” of theſe, and. 
many other exiſting enormities, ſee 4 Treatiſe on the Police 
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in crimes, which bring miſery and diſhonour 

on human nature, exiſt not merely among Ne: 
inferior orders, and the leaſt informed in ſociety : 
they are to be found among thoſe perſons, who 
have no ſhelter in the plea either of ignorance or 
neceſſity. Numbers in faſhionable life are guilty 
of the moſt flagrant violations of moral truth. 
But what good can proceed from the modern 
faſhionable life? a life, which finds no enjoyment 
In rational amuſement, no comfort in ſimplicity, 
in retirement, or in domeſtic peace; a life, de- 
ſtructive of health, and, in its conſequences, in- 
imical to friendſhip, to honour, and affection. — 
But in the preſent age there are bree deviations 
from moral truth, which, from their extreme 
depravity, excite peculiar indignation. = 


What good mind can refle& without dread on 
| the prevalence of GAMING? a vice, which, 
though it affords neither rational amuſement, nor 
manly recreation, is purſued with an ardour ap- 
proaching to inſanity. Is it an employment 
worthy that rank, which might adorn and dignify 
=_ human nature; or worthy thoſe fuperior talents 
=_ which, honourably directed, might uphold and 
= benefit ſociety ? Is it an object, for which natural 
1 endowments, acquired accompliſhments, and the 
inheritance derived from illuſtrious anceſtors, are 
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to by held: of no value ; for RR lt 5 \ 
are to be neglected, and domeſtic comfort de- 
ſtroyed; for which the infant pledges of con- 
nubial attachment are to be left deſtitute, and the 


tender partner of life overwhelmed with unavail- 5 


ing ſorrow? Is it a purſuit on which beings I 
formed for immortality, - enlightened: by © the 
nc wiſdom from above, and ranſomed from death 8 
by infinite love, ſhould conſume a tranſieht ex- 
iſtence? But, when that ©. preſumptuous fin”? 
once ©-gets. the dominion*” over the heart, every 
thought that can exalt humanity—every principle, 
which can ennoble the mind - every feeling, that 
can endear fellow- creatures to each other every 
2 facred obligation, which can recommend man to 
e is ſet at ee def} TE and eee 


The heinonfucts of a e crime cannot bs 
ſufficiently expreſſed, | though it prevail among 
thoſe, who ſeem. to account birth and fortune as 
Ks vs from all regard to honour and vir- 

- The Britiſh Legiſlature condemns, and in 
its 3 inflicts pecuniary penalties on the 
ADULTERER; yet the character is not held in 
rhat general deteſtation, which of right belongs 
to the diſturber of private happineſs, to the ſub- 
verter of innocence, and the murderer of peace: 
\contidered as a man of faſhion, he is received as 
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h 75 ridiculing that holy eſtate, which was ordained 
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uſual into faſhionable company ; ; whether he con- 
tinues to live in a fate of guilt with the object 
he has deluded, or whether he leaves her a prey 
to contempt, diftreſs, and anguiſh of ſpirit. But 
though Fools make a mock at fin,” though _ 
rhey palliate its odiouſneſs, and look on the moſt 
criminal actions, as in themſelves matters of ab- 
ſolute indifference; though (in compliance with 
that ſentimental philoſophy, which, through falſe 
. repreſentations of nature, life, and manners, de- 
ludes the imagination, while it corrupts the heart; 
and inflames the paſſions, while it conceals the 
guilt of ſin) they take pleaſure in traducing and 


of God, and © is honourable in all;““ yet the 
Lord God of Hoſts will vindicate the honour of | 
his laws: : He will « judge the adulterers:“ He 
wilt „ pour out his indignation upon them, and 
, « conſume them with the fire of his wrath.” 


But what words can deſcribe the guilt of a 
third crime, in former times contemplated with 
e the crime —of ie 


The commiſſion of FEY act is ty, in 
many caſes, the effect of ſome fudden derange- 
ment ws en. or Ry GROIN 1.00 
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' ſpirits; and whenever it appears ro be the al - 

quence of real inſanity, human judgment is exer- 
_ ciſedin mercy, and authorizes the hope of divine 

_ compaſſion and forgiveneſs. But Suicide is fre- 
quently the direct confequence—of pride, that 
diſdains to ſubmit to a reverſe of circumſtances 
—of cowardice, which fears the face of man—of 
guilt, that naturally labours to eſcape detection 
and of wrongs, ſuch as, falſifying the teſtator's 
will; plundering the orphan; and © devouring 
the widow's houſe;“ the ſenſe of which the 
mind is, at times, ſo little able to endure, that at. 
will deliberately encreaſe its own weight of fin, 
by committing againſt the ties of nature, the re- 


monſtrances of conſcience, and in defiance of the FL 


attributes of God, that crime, which | can e 
be followed by: Rona . : 


n the ret ai now ey e at = | 
can never be held in ſufficient abhorrence, can 
| we conſider thoſe atheiſtical philoſophers, who 
juſtify . deeds, at which the heart revolts and 
nature ſhudders, in any other light than as the 
deſtroyers of peace and virtue, the enemies of ö 

| God and of man? 55 


— 


Na view os e fc A 2 
tpi wiſdom, and from moral truth, which diſgrace 
+ * 2 | 8 85 1 : 


} - 


6 360 


5 bis age 400 1 let us now, in the third place, 5 


reflect on their tendeney to ſubvert the true in- 
tereſts of ſociety, and to draw down the judg- 
ments of Heaven; that we may, individually, 
be prevailed on to “ call our own: ways to 
«© remembrance, - and make our peace with 
cc God. 25 | 3 


as - Experience has ever atteſted, that, in 


proportion as virtue and religion loſe their au- 


thority over the public mind, civil crimes abound. 


The beſt intereſts of ſociety are endangered, 1 
when conſcience has no controuling power over 


individuals; in that caſe, the general good is ſa- 
crificed to mere ſelfiſnneſs; public duties are 


5 ſpeciouſly, rather than honourably, diſcharged ; 


. 


truſts and covenants no otherwiſe fulfilled, than 


as they ſhall moſt ſpeedily advance private emo- 
lument: even rhe awful appeal to the Divine Om- | 


niſcience will not check the unwarrantable ex- 


tenſion of ſelf-intereſt, though it be foreſeen, 
that the attempt-is beyond all proſpect of reſpon- 


fibility, and cannot but involve the moſt friendly 


and unſuſpecting in unmerited diſtreſs : nor will 


there be found any real attachment to ſocial du- 
ties; the wholefome leſſons deduceable from ex- 


perience, from the wiſdom of ages, will be diſ- 


+ regarded; the pu of e will become the 
more 


— 


*. 


le 


(4 


more: 88 and the enemies to civil peace 
more daring and turbulent. 


If then, in the very nature of things, national 
N cannot exiſt with national degeneracy, | 
are we to preſume that the ſins of our own nation 
will not be followed by miſery and deſolation? a 
The ſerious obſerver © of the ſigns of the times? 
cannot: but diſcern many circumſtances, coin- 
 cidences and events, highly unfavourable to 
the ſtability of ſocial happineſs: many which 
laudly call for the utmoſt vigilance on the part of 
Government; for firmneſs and intrepidity in the 
5 Magiſtrate, and thoſe in authority; for exem- 
plary holineſs, and wiſdom in the defence of © 
truth, in the Miniſters of God's word; and in 
the People, for zeal to preſerve inviolate our un- 
rivalled conſtitution, againſt the inſidious at- 
tacks both of domeſtic and foreign enemies. The 
proceedings of our domeſtic enemies are diſgraced 
by malignant oppoſition to the ſubſiſting ranks 
and orders of men; and by hoſtility to the 
three eſſential branches of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion: though in the judgment of the acuteſt rea- 
ſoners and beſt of men, foreigners as well as na- 
tives, that conſtitution, framed according to the 
higheſt political wiſdom, gives the utmoſt liberty 


5 the © ukjec that can we conliſtent, with law. 15 
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without law. 


4 ” 


4 


. . * . 


Writidgs of the . inflammatory nature are 
ſedulouſly diſperſed over the whole realm; and, 
though clothed in that familiar language, and 
vended on thoſe very eaſy terms, which ſhall at 
once ſuit the capacity and the means of thoſe, 
| Whoſe regard to civil ſubordination they are de. 
ſigned to undermine; yet neither do the authors 
ſhew any want of diſcernment how to attempt the 
moſt extenſive miſchief, nor the encouragers of 


thoſe writings any want of expenditure in diſ- 
ſeminating, as widely as poſſible, ſentiments, 
calculated to remove all diſtinction of order, to 


trample on regal e and to have e | 


— 


If the domeſtic enemy is thus employed; if 8 
« the foes of our own houſehold are fully ſet to 
« doevil,” what may we not expect from exter- 
9 foes? . N 
a The foreign enemy ſeems to be actuated by that 
ſpecies of ambition, or rather of inſanity, which 
never yet wholly poſſeſſed any nation, on whom 
the light of the Goſpel had once ſhined ;—the 


inglorious ambition of effacing from the human 


mind every trace of religious principle, and of = 
equalizing (were it poſſible) the degree of under- 
* as well as of property, ME men; 

n 


(99) 


an 2 peculiarly hoſtile to the Britiſh Con- 


ſtitution. But there ſtand oppoſed to that ambi- 
tion, the united good ſenfe of Britons, the loyalty 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and the approved va- 

| lour of his fleets and armies: and, ſhould the 


unprincipled enemy attempt to ſubjugate us in 


our native land, that ſpirit, which has ever ani- 


mated the hearts. of Britons, united in the com- 


mon defence- of their lives and property, their 
laws, liberty, and religion, will again burſt forth 


with redoubled glory, and overwhelm the foe - 


N with confuſion _ EIS: 


| Still, wit heoonges: us ever to bear in mind, 


that . unto God belong the iſſues from death; 


ſo will it be moſt conſonant with the deſign of 


this Solemnity ſeriouſly to conſider, whether our 


national tranſgreſſions, our ingratitude for all the 


mercies of God, our neglect of his worſhip, his 


laws, and ordinances, may not receive chaſtiſe- 


ment. even from the. hands of an inveterate 


enemy : though our foreſight cannot abſolutely 5 


determine the queſtion, the preſent temper of 


that enemy, together with our own demerits, 
renders the expactation highly probable. 


* Plalmlzyiii, 20. 


But 


* 


„ 
But at what period, and in what manner ſoever 
the divine judgment may overtake our tranſ- 
| greſſions, we cannot err in making that religious 
improvement of the preſent day of general Hu- 
miliation, which, by prevailing on us, indivi- 
dually, to call our own ways to remembrance,” 
ſhall beſt enable us to make. our peace with 
« God.” Therefore, © to-day, if ye will hear 
« his voice, harden. not your hearts: preſume 
not to rely, or place your confidence, on mere 


ſecond cauſes; on the arm of fleſh—on the 


weakneſs of human ſtrength—on the fallibility of 
man's judgment—on the fickleneſs of his favour 
on the precariouſneſs of times and ſeaſons— 
on the uncertainty of winds and waves; but 
« ſanctify the Lord of Hoſts Himſelf; and let 
« Him be your 85 and let Him be e 
« * dread.”* 


F 21155 viii. 13. 
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8 x ROMANS, CHAP. 11. VERSES 9. 10, 11. 

bibi 0 AND ANGUISH UPON EVERY SOUL 

OF MAN THAT DOETH EVIL, or THE JEW 

' FIRST, AND ALSO OF THE GENTILE; Bur 

GLORY, HONOUR, AND PEACE, TO EVERY MAN | 

| _ THAT WORKETH GOOD, To. THE JEW. FIRST, 

| | AND ALSO TO THE GENTILE : FOR THERE is 
- NO RESPECT OF PERSONS WITH GOD. 


' is ; F Ny 


* every age, and 1 every e 
greater attention has been paid to the incidental 
advantages, the mere circumſtances, and © the 
@ leſs weighty matters” of religion, than to thoſe 
points, which conſtitute the very eſſence of obe- 
| dience: and, under that deluſion, numbers have 
too readily concluded that external privileges 0 
would ſupply the want of interne excellence, and 
ſecure ACCEPTS with God. 
The Jews DD on themſelves the favourites 1 
of heaven, becauſe they had Abraham to their 
« father. The Gentiles, on their. admiſſion to 
RO 862 „„ the - 
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7 443, 


"ah 3 and fellowſhip of the Goſpel, 8 
5 partly in conſequence. “ of the falling away of 


te the Jews,“ were not free from exulting over 
the rejected Iſraelites, and from entertaining too 
high an opinion of themſelves. St. Paul, a friend 


to both, inaſmuch as he was the great Apoſtle of 


the Gentiles, and one, whoſe © heart's defire 


« and prayer to God for Iſrael was, that they 


« might be ſaved,”f endeavoured to rectify the 
miſapprehenſions he obſerved in both. To thoſe 
Jews, who confidered all nations but their own 


as rejected of God, he put this queſtion—“ Is 
God the God of the Jews only? Is he not alſo 


« of the Gentiles ? Yes, of the Gentiles alſo.”t 


And, to ſilence “ the boaſting of the Jews“ 
grounded on the privileges of circumciſion, he 
maintained, that, * by breaking of the law cir- 


« cumcifion is made uncircumciſion.””$ To thoſe 
Gentiles, who were diſpoſed to inſult over the 
rejected Jews, and to value themſelves improperly _ 


on their admiſſion to the promiſes of the Goſpel, 


the Apoſtle gave this admonition : « Thou wilt 
« {ay then, the branches were broken off, that I 


might be graffed in :—becauſe of unbelief they 


« were broken off; and thou ſtandeſt by faith: 


ED be not 298 minded, 05 fear; for if God 


9 ſpared | 


. . . 1 Rs *. 1. 
1 Romans iii. 9. Romans ii. 25. 


1 


"a ſpared not the: natural branches, take heed, 
« leſt he alſo ſpare not thee.”* And in atteſtation 
of the righteouſneſs of God, or of perfect equity 


in the divine proceedings under every diſpen- 


ſation, St. Paul informed both Jews and Gentiles, 


and, together with them, all mankind, that, „in 
« the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of 


: - Goa. N 
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% men by Jeſus Chriſt, he will render to every 


man according to his deeds :—tribulation and 


« anguiſh: upon every ſoul of man that doeth evil, 


ce of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile; bur 
IC glory, honour, and peace to every man that 


« worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the 
« Gentile; for there is no reſpect of perſons with | 


4% 


5 


0 the authority of the former. part 8 theſe 


words, I mean, in the firſt place, to conſider this 
general propoſition ;—that Gentiles, Jews, and 


Chriſtians, though in this life they enjoy diffe- 


rent degrees of light and knowledge, will, at 
the laſt great day, be rewarded, or condemned, ac- 
_ cording to their deeds: in the ſecond place, on 
the authority of the latter part of the text, I ſhall 
point out the unreaſonableneſs and the pernicious 


tendency of that doctrine, which maintains, that, 


in the redemption of man by Jeſus Chriſt, there 


18 


*. Romans xi. 19-21. 
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is an unconditional . reſpect of perſons with 
« God:“ and, /aftly, ſome practical improvements 
will be deduced from the whole —__ - 


L—In a comparative view, the Genile, the 
© Few, and the Chriſtian, enjoy different degrees of 
go and . = 


The light of nature ſeems to have been the 


only guide vouchſafed unto thoſe Gentiles, whom 
the Apoſtle found “ walking in the vanity of 
_ « their minds,“ when he firſt proclaimed to them 


the riches of God's mercy in Chriſt. But it is 


neither unreaſonable, nor unſcriptural, to imagine 


that, © as by one man fin entered into the world, 


« and death by-ſin,”* ſo by the prevalence and 


increaſe of wickedneſs and impiety the light of a 


nature became more and more obſcured; and in 
proportion as vice, ſuperſtition, and idolatry gained 
the aſcendency, its moral influence and authority 
were weakened and impaired. And yet it can- 


not be denied, that ſome among the Gentiles, by 


cultivating reaſpn and regulating paſſion, by ad- 


hering to that internal principle, denominated by 


St. Paul, “ the law written in their hearts, their 

e conſcience alſo bearing witneſs,” were able to 

extricate their own minds from many errors, and 
| | £0: 


5 Resten V. 12. + Romans 11. 1 5 


(41) 
to preſerve their hearts free from many cor- 
ruptions, which prevailed among thoſe heathens, 
who, captivated by idolatrous pageantry, and 
| polluted with impure rites and ceremonies, be- 
& came vain in their imaginations, and changed 
« the glory of the uncorruptible God into an 
e image.”* In which (as the Apoſtle teſtifies) 
e they were without excuſe : for the inviſible 
« things of God, even his eternal power and 
godhead, are clearly ſeen from the creation of 
the world, being underſtood by the things that 
are made. t And God left not himſelf without 
witneſs, in that he did good, and gave them 
rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling 
« their hearts with food and gladneſs. ' 


— 


To the Fews, through the miniſtration of 
| Moſes and the Prophets, a rule of life was given, 
and confirmed by “ ſigns; and wonders, and 
« mighty works.” The law-giver of the Jews, 
who beſt underſtood the wiſdom and importance 
of the law, which he was commiſſioned to pro- 
mulgate, addreſſed them in theſe words What 
nation is there ſo great, that hath ſtatutes and 
Ya judgments ſo righteous as all this law, which 
* I ſet before you?” The Jews enjoyed many 
NN” 8 had been marvellouff y reſcued 
| from 


konne 22. + Romans i i. 20. 5 405 xiv. 1 gn Deut. iv. 8. - 
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from fovary; in the midſt of an idolatrons na- 
tion: they had living inſtructors, prophets, and 
righteous men: © unto them were committed 
« the oracles of God: the one true God was 
their immediate King; and they were perſuaded 
of better things to come. | Theſe peculiar ad- 
vantages rendered it incumbent on the Jews to 


_ manifeſt a more exemplary obedience than could, 


in reaſon, be expected from ignorant and deluded 


Heathens; they likewiſe aggravated the guilt of 


apoſtacy in the Jews, and heightened the na- 
tional calamities one: hae on their rebellions 


! God. 


1 


Chriflians, 3 in reſpect of knowledge, blications, 


and motives to obedience, ſurpaſs the Jews, as 


much as © the law given by Moſes” is ſurpaſſed 
by the © grace and truth, which came by Jeſus 
“ Chriſt.” The moral law, whoſe authority 


among the Gentiles was obſcured through the 


prevalence of vice, ſuperſtition, and idolatry ; and 
among the Jews, in conſequence of © traditions 
« and doctrines of men,” in a great meaſure ſet 


aſide for * leſs weighty matters,” is reſtored, 
through the preaching of the Goſpel, to its ori- 


ginal fimplicity, and rendered intelligible to 


every 2 and . The 1 Oey of the doctrines 
taught 


| * Ne Il yy 


| ( 49 DEE 
bath by Chriſt, the purity of bis 5580 tlie 


perfection of his Example, and the ſufficiency of his 
atonement, together with the hope of everlaſting | 


blefſedneſs, _ proclaim the tranſcendent excel 
lence of the Chriſtian revelation. By carefully 


« ſearching the words of eternal life,” we ſhall 


find truths ſufficiently powerful to excite our ad- 
miration; to engage our belief, and, conſequently, 


to ſecure our obedience: and if the obligations to 
obedience riſe in proportion to the degree of 
light and knowledge vouchſafed ; if the Goſpel 
preſents a more glorious revelation of the will of 
God and the. duty of man, than was diſcover- 


able by the Gentiles, or even promulgated to 


the Jews, Chriſtians muſt « do more than 


others,“ and excel © in every good word and 


« work.” If the Jew was not to © boaſt of his 


privileges“ over the unenlightened Heathen, 
unleſs he likewiſe ſurpaſſed the Heathen in pro- 


bity of manners: much leſs is the Chtiſtian to 
triumph in the bleſſings he enjoys, unleſs he ſhews | 
himſelf ſuperior to both in holineſs of life. The 
Chriſtian may have more knowledge, more per- 
ſuaſive motives to obedience; and even more 
aſſiſtance in the performance of duty, than either 


the Gentile, or the Jew ; but let him always re- 
member, that he has ſo much the more to an- 


Matthew VA). 


„ 
{wer for—* Unto whomſoever much is given, of 
a: him ſhall be much required.“ 


: Though it may ſurpaſs the limits of human 
underſtanding to aſcertain the reaſons, why dif- 
ferent degrees of light and knowledge are in this 
life diſpenſed to the partakers of the ſame com- 
mon nature; yet of theſe truths we have full aſ- 
ſurance that „we muſt all appear before the 
« judgment-ſeat of Chriſt: T who will render 
« unto every man according to his deeds : tribu- 
« lation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that 
« doeth evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the 
« Gentile; but glory, honour, and peace, to 
« every man that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, 
« and alſo to the Gentile : for eve. is no 7 
fe of . with e . ; 
On the beit) of theſe latter words, I pro- 
ceed in the /econd place, to point out the unrea- 
ſonableneſs and the pernicious tendency of that 
doctrine, which maintains, that, in the redemp- 
tion of man by Jeſus Chriſt, there is an uncon- 
= . c * reſpect of Perſons with SO: . 


Ik —It has appeared that the 8 hs 2 Toh 
"and the Chriſtian, enjoy different degrees of 
light 


| . Luke Gi 48. 5 fy A 2 Cor, v. 10. 


( 


Tighr and knowledge; but it by. no means fol- 


lows, that either of them is unconditionally en- 
titled to the divine mercy, or unalterably ſecure 


of the divine acceptance. And yet there are 


found, even among profeſſed Chriſtians, thoſe, 


who maintain, that, in the redemption ef man 
by Jeſus Chriſt, ſome perſons are unalterably and 
_ unconditionally the favourites of heaven, to the 
abſolute rejection and e of the reſt of 
mankind. ö 


- 


\ 


By miſinterpreting particular paſſages in St. 


Paul's Epiſtles concerning the « calling and 


« election of the Gentiles,” which refer, in - 
their proper acceptation, to the completion of 
' prophecy in the admiſſion of the Gentiles to the 
knowledge and promiſes of. the Goſpel, and to 
the revelation of * that myſtery,” repeatedly 
mentioned by St. Paul, 0 even the myſtery, 
. « which had been hid from ages, and from ge- 
e nerations, but now. is made manifeſt to his 
„ ſaints; * which in other ages was not made 
% known unto the ſons of men, as it is now re- 


10 vealed unto his Apoſtles and Prophets by the 


e Spirit that the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-heirs, 


1 5 «and of the ſame body, and partakers of his 


0 promiſe in Chriſt by the Goſpel z*F.by miſin- 
5 1 |  H2 „ e 
e Coloffians43. 26. 1 Epheſians Ui. TG. 
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. terpreting, I fay, ſome Pele ö 11 St. Paul's 
. Epiſtles concerning © the calling and election of 
« the Gentiles,” the advocates for an uncondi- 


tional © reſpect of perſons with God,“ conſider 


_ themſelves, not as in a ſtate of probation in com- 
mon with the reſt of mankind; not as required 
to © give all diligence to make their calling and 
election ſure ;?* not as commanded to work 
* out their own ſalvation; but, as being in bat 
ſtate of acceptance, which renders it impoſſible 
for them ever finally to loſe the divine favour; 
and as having already tba? title to heaven, which 
their own beſt endeavours cannot render more 
ſecure, nor Ry worſt actions difannul. 


Bur this is not the repreſentation of accept- 
ance with God, which is given in the Scriptures. 


The word of God deſcribes even the rea! 
_ Chriſtian's condition as a ftate of Probation ; 
"A pilgrimage, a race, a warfare; terms im- 
porting, not only toil and hardſhip, exertion and 
perſeverance, but that * as we run, ſo ſhall we 
« obtain; as we fight, ſo ſhall we come off con- 
os querors.”” Could any diſciple of Chriſt better 
underſtand the terms of acceptance with God, 
than the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles ? ? And yet, : 
in e to the N and abſtinence re- 


„5 af et 3 e 


* 
/ 


os 


: quiſite and copſpicuous in thoſe Corinthians, 
who were candidates for. the Olympic prize, 
though merely © a corruptible crown,“ St. Paul 
made this application to himſelf—* therefore 
« ſo run, not as uncertainly ; ſo fight I, not as 
& one that beateth the air; but I keep under my 
' & body, and bring it into ſubjection, leſt that by 
any means when I have preached to others, 


| *. 7 my/eff ſhould be a caſt-away.”* If that in- 


ſpired teacher did not conſider himſelf unalter- 
ably ſecure of the divine acceptance, on what 
ground can any other Chriſtian maintain an un 
conditional 5 ann _ perſons WI —_— 


The word of God ſets before us life and Jeath 


8 points out the infallible means of ſecuring WE 


neſs, and of avoiding miſery ; and by enlivening 
promiſes, as well as by awful threatenings, ani- 
mates us to © refuſe the evil, and to chooſe the 
* good.” Throughout the Scriptures human 
beings are conſidered as moral agents, aceount- 


able for their own actions, in proportion to the 


degree of light and knowledge vouchſafed. And 
it ought to have eſpecial weight with us, that our 
bleſſed Redeemer, in all his diſcourſes and pa- 
. rables, repreſents our preſent condition under the 
omg of ſtewards and ſervants : : He teaches, 


TR 


= 


5 Curlnthians ix. 26, 27. 


* / Fe 
F354 


that &« to every man is given according to bir 
« ſeveral ability; to one, five talents; to another, 
d two; and to another, one: “ but © to every 
« man his work: 1 and that, © after a long 


*« time, the Lord of thoſe ſervants cometh, and 
c reckoneth with them.” | | 


But the doctrine of unconditional . reſpect of 
« perſons with God” tends—to ſet aſide the ne- 
ceſſity of human endeavours—to debilitate and 

unſettle the common principles of the mind—to 
render it a more eaſy prey to fanatic deluſion— 
and. to overwhelm it with melancholy, deſpair,” 
and inſanity. It is a doctrine, which counteracts 
the deſign of the exhortations and admonitions, 
the rewards and puniſhments- announced in the 
Bible; and (as far as we can judge) is not recon- 
cileable with the juſtice, the e And: the 

Ty of e God. : 

Ir might have been 3 that the compre- 
henſive language applied in the Scriptures to the | 
redemption of man by Jeſus Chriſt, would have 
Precluded the idea that the benefits of his death 
vere abſolutely intended for a very ſmall portion 
of the mie race. The Prophets and Apoſtles, 

contemplating | 


5 Matthew INV, 15. | 4 Mark xiii. 34. 
: T Matthew xxv. 19. 2 


„„ 


contemplating the ſubject of redemption, break 
forth into the moſt ſublime adoration: though 
under the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, they 
ſeem to labour for expreſſion, when they would 
proclaim, what is the breadth; and length, and 


« depth, and height, and would know the love 
of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge.“ At 


preſent we are not capable of conceiving all the 


bleſſings, which flow from the mediation of Chriſt, _ 


or of underſtanding how much we are © enriched. 
te by him; for “ thoſe things, which the Angels 
« defire to look into,” f may well exceed the 


. bounds of human comprehenſion. | But though 


we cannot in this life arrive at a fulneſs of know- 
ledge in the myſtery of man's redemption through 
the love of the. Father, through the incarnation 


of the Son, and through the operations of the 


Holy Ghoſt; yet the Scriptures clearly ſpeak of 


redemption as an univerſal bleſſing: good tid- - 
<« ings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people. 


Therefore, inaſmuch as the doctrine of uncon- 


ditional © reſpect of perſons with God” contra- 


dicts the teſtimony of the Scriptures ; inaſmuch 
as it derogates from the extent of the redemption 
purchaſed by Chriſt, and dooms, without any 


regard to their works, the greater part of the hu- 
| MIL, race to inevitable perdition, it muſt be rec- 


koned 


, Eph, ili. 18, 19. 5 15 I Pet, i. 12. . =» 1 ii. 10. 
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- 1 0 among thoſe « hard IN WY 1 which in- 

judicious men * have ſpoken againſt God: 
who © hath no pleaſure in the death of him that 
„ dieth:f who is not willing that any ſhould. 


« periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance:f 


the Lord is good to all; and his mercy is over 
* all his works.” $ Theſe truths, atteſted in every 
Page of Scripture, are, as it were, compreſſed 
in this glorious confeſſion, made by St. Peter— 
« Of a truth I perceive that God is no reſpecter 
44 of perſons: but in every nation, he that feareth 
« him, and worketh righteouſneſs, is 5 


16 with W 


| T have thus, on the authority of the text, con- 
ſidered this general propoſition that Gentiles, 
Jews, and Chriſtians, though in this life they 
enjoy different degrees of light and knowledge, 
will, at the laſt great day, be rewarded, or con- 
demned, according to their deeds : I 1 8 like 
viſe pointed out the unreaſonableneſs and the 
pernicious tendency of that doctrine, which main- 
tains, that, in the redemption of man by Jeſus 
Chriſt, there is an unconditional < reſpect of 
« perſons with God.” It remains, in the b;rd and 
laſt place, to deduce from the whole ſubjeR ſome 


| 1 1 rovements. | 
ON 5 5 III. oy | 


* Jade . Ezek. XViil. 32. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
J Plaimexir.g. eee i 


Cm) 


III. =Happy' would it prove Th FE Chriſtian. 
world; if men were content to purſue the path 
of life clearly marked out in the Scriptures, 
without preſuming to be © wiſe aboye what + 
. . 5 | 


| We are exhorted in the Scriptures to © labour, 
« to perſevere, to take good heed to ourſelves; - 
, to give all diligence to make our calling and 
4 election ſure. But theſe, and many other ex- 
bortations in the word of God are needleſs, and 
even deluſi ve, if our entrance into eternal life does 
not at all depend on our own earneſt endeavours, - 
_ through faith and fincere obedience. We know, 
and it ſhould: be ſufficient for us to know, that 
God is the univerſal father; that the Son of God 
4 is the propitiation, not for our fins only, but 
«* alſo for the fins of the whole world. Thoſe 
points, which it is the moſt neceſſary for us to 
believe and to practiſe, are likewiſe the moſt clear 
and intelligible : ** the way-faring.men ſhall not _ 
err therein :” f the gate of heaven is open to 
all; and it muſt be entirely our own fault, if we 
fail of e into life. | 


| Should it here be 1 that our Nene 3 "i 

| hay affirmed, '« Few there be that find the way: Vÿ / ä 1 
„% ¶œ- i!!  - Ft 
1 PF + la . 6. > 


8 „ 
« which leadeth unto life; * yet, be it obferyed, 
that, not only the connection of thoſe words with 
the preceding, but the general purport of all our 
Lord's diſcourſes and parables, as well as the 
tenor of the New Teſtament, demonſtrates, that 
the cauſes, why there are but * few that find the 
way, which leadeth unto life,” are to be referred, 
not to any unconditional decree on God's part, 
not to any invincible impediment on man's part, 
but to every one's choice, determination, and 
conduct. And if it ſhould be found, that, even 
in the Chriſtian world, there are, comparatively 
ſpeaking, but few, who really = ſtrive to enter 


« into life; that is, whoſe hearts deſire it is to 


approve themſelves 10 God, by exerciſing the vir- 
tues of the Chriſtian life, and © walking worthy 

. « their high calling,“ they, who fail of entering 
into life, cannot in truth accuſe their Maker, but 
muſt condemn their own wilful 3 of duty, 


their rejection and contempt of God's mercy; 


© their vicious courſe of life, their perverſeneſs, 
and final impenitence. To theſe cauſes the Scrip- 
tures aſcribe excluſion from future bleſſedneſs; 
but never do they aſcribe it to an unconditional 
«. reſpect of perſons with God: for which, a 
there is no foundation in reaſon, fo there is not 
the leaſt authority in the word of God. 
5 „ | 5 . If 


1 


10 we imagine, that merely i in conſequence of 
being admitted to the knowledge of the Goſpel, 
we are abſolutely ſecure of the divine acceptance, 
we diſcover how little we underſtand the deſign 

of that Goſpel. If we conclude that any external 
_ advantages are of themſelves alone a ſufficient - 
title to the divine favour, we fall into an error 
deſtructive of virtue and religion. If we ſeparate. 
the promiſes revealed from their connection with 
a „ converſation becoming the Goſpel,” we 
« make Chriſt the miniſter of ſin:“ and if we 
maintain; that, in. the redemption of man by 
Jeſus Chriſt, there is an unconditional © reſpect 
tc of perſons with God, we offer violence to 
reaſon, contradict the teſtimony of the Scriptures, 
and bring diſhonour on the divine attributes. 
Therefore inſtead of perplexing our minds with _ - 
ſpeculations as needleſs as they are endleſs, let us 
govern our hearts by laws clear as the light: in- 
ſtead of preſuming to determine hardly on the 
future and everlaſting ſtate of other men, let us 
look well to our own: for, where is our wiſdom ? 
Where are the boaſted powers of the mind, if, 
under the light of the Goſpel, we give not all 
diligence to avoid that © tribulation and anguiſh 
e denounced againſt every foul of man, that 
e doeth evil; aid to ſecure that © glory, 
._ « honour, and peace, progyſen to — one that 
* worketh good?“ | 
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The hope of eternal life is the FT Wl of « our 
ſoul : the hope of future recompenſe has been, 
in all ages, in all ſtations, the greateſt conſolation: 
it has ſuſtained human nature under the moſt 
ſevere trials ; it has relieved the hardſhips of the 
poor untutored Heathen; ſoothed the ſufferings 
of many righteous perſons under the law; and 
animated under torment the patient Chriſtian, 
martyr. In the language of that illuſtrious 

Apoſtle and martyr, St. Paul, „if in this life 

et only we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all 
“ men moſt miſerable. The ſame Apoſtle 
_ reaſoned thus with himſelf: © I have hope to- 
« wards God, that there ſhall be a reſurrection 
of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt: and 
herein do I exerciſe myſelf to have always a 
conſcience void of offence toward God and 
toward men.“ We profeſs the ſame Hope; 
let us exerciſe ourſelves to * have always the ſame | 
t Conſcience :? that, in the laſt day, when our 
Lord ſhall come, in his glorious majeſty, to 
0) judge both the quick and dead, we may riſe to 

© the life immortal, through Him, who liveth 
and reigneth with the Father and the Holy 


© Ghoſt, ever one God, world wirhout end! 
Aux.“ 
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SERMON IV. 
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xxRRSIAASs, CHAP, v. VERSE 8. 


YE WERE SOMETIMES DARKNESS; BUT NOW ARE. 
YE LIGHT IN THE LORD; WALK AS CHILDREN 


OF LIGHT, 


. We. who enjoy the 3 of the be Galate 


and have our hearts and underſtanding benefitted: 


by its glorious truths, may not be ſufficiently: 
ſenſible of thoſe extreme deficiencies in moral. 
and religious wiſdom, which have diſhonoured 


and degraded all heathen nations. We are We 
pily born in a nation profeſſing the religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and are educated in thoſe. ſacred 
_ truths, which gradually inform our minds, me- 
liorate our manners, and exalt our affections. 
Without due attention to theſe circumſtances, 
we might the more eaſily be induced to conclude 


(though the fact be otherwiſe) that human be- 


ings attained to equal excellence in moral and 
religious wiſdom without the knowledge of the 
Goſpel; and, under that miſapprehenſion, We 
e leſs * to receive in's truths. 
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vu the n due to their tlc im- 
poortance. Our attention may therefore profit- 
ably be recalled to the nature and extent of the 
| argument ESTER in the text. 


The N of the Gentiles, after having di- 
= | rected the labours of his miniſtry to the edifica- 
= tion of his converts, reminded them of that 
| - wretched ſtate of ignorance, vice, impiety, and 
idolatry, in which they lay involved; and of 

that glorious ſtate of knowledge, virtue, purity, 

| and falvation, into which, through the preach- 
(  .--  - ing of the Goſpel, they were freely called: and 
5 be exhorted them to give the beſt proof of gra- 

iT titude for the ineſtimable bleſſing by perſevering 
= ; In holineſs of life :—© Ye were ſometimes dark- 
„ e neſs; but now are ye light in the TORO: walk 
i LE a ee of light.“ — 


At a pl When every A is 1 
- undervalue the authority, and to difcard the 
light afforded in the revelation of the Goſpel, it 
may be expedient in the following diſcourſe to 
Point out, in the fr place, ſome of thoſe errors, 
which overſpread even the moſt civilized and 
renowned nations in the heathen world, before 
the preaching of the Goſpel; implied in. theſe 
words, Ye were fometimes Darkneſs :”* ſecondly, 
„„ 5 „ 10. 


. 


to conſider that the preaching of the Gof pel b has 
temoved thoſe errors, and brought light into the 
world; « But now are ye light in the Lord: 
and Laſtly, to enforce this apoſtolical concluflon— 0 
5 walk as children of light.“ 


- Thou gh it gies not become us to detiact 
from the . due unto thoſe perſons in un- 


enlightened ages, who, by devoting their minds 


to the contemplation of moral perfection, made 
conſiderable progreſs in the practice of virtue, 
and, by their good example, animated others in 
that honourable purſuit; yet truth compels us 
to confeſs, that much error and uncertainty pre- 
vailed among ther on the re ſerious and im- 
portant Poinits. | 


Reſpecting the firſt great truth; the exiſtence 
df God, ſentiments various, inconſiſtent, and 
Impious were adopted; even by the philoſophers 

_ themſelves :* ſome of whom maintained, that all 
things originated from the fortuitous concourſe _ 
SIS, „%%% OS © of 
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of atoms ;* while others, though they confeſſed 


a ſupreme intelligent Being, denied that human 


affairs were in any reſpect the object of his pro- 


vidential care: f with many the plurality of gods 


was the ſettled perſuaſion; and by ſome the 
exiſtence of any immaterial cauſe was diſputed, 


on the preſumption that the world itſelf was 


eternal and divine. If the ſentiments of con- 
templative men reſpecting the firſt great Cauſe 
were thus various, inconſiſtent, and impious, 
what muſt have been thoſe of the heathens in 
general? Still it muſt be admitted that ſeveral 


among the ancients from the innumerable evi- 


* 


omnia. 


To 


og habere cenſerent humanarum rerum procurationem Deos.” 


vidences of power and wiſdom diſcernible in the 
order and motion of the heavenly bodies, in the 


production and conſervation of all things, and 


in N work of nature, acknowledged the 
: exiſtence 


* © Atomos—ita ferri, ut concurſionibus inter ſe cohzreſ- 
cant; ex quo efficiantur ea, quæ ſint, 3 0 ER | 


Ciczro de fin. bon. . 
+ Sunt enim philoſoghl et fuerunt, qui omnino nullam 


Io EN. 


25 Nibil autem- mundo melius, ratione igitur mundus 
< utitur; fimiliter effici poteſt, ſapientem eſſe mundum; At 


liter beatum; 3 ſimiliter zternum.? 


Cicrzo de Nat. Deorum. . 


* 


„ 


exiſtence and the providence of God. But their 
authority was unequal to the work of ſtemming 


the torrent of vice, ſuperſtition, and idolatry. 


From profane as well as from ſacred teſtimony 


it appears, that the Heathens were guilty not only 
of © worſhipping the hoſt of heaven, the ſun, 
e moon, and ſtars,” but of paying divine honours 
to men ;* deifying departed heroes; confecrating 


and adoring almoſt every animal; “ changing” 


(as St. Paul affirms, who was a witneſs to their 


ſuperſtitions)  ** the glory of the uncorruptible 


« God, into an image made like to corruptible 


« man, and to birds, and four footed beaſts, and 
10 creeping things. f That the Heathens ſhould 
be found very deficient in every branch of moral 


and religious duty is therefore the leſs ſurpriſing. 


c What ground could there be for moral conduct in 
5 | . | | thole, 


* Præſenti tibi maturos largimur honores, | 
< Jurandaſque tuum per Numen ponimus aras.” | 
HokraT. Epiſt. ad Auguſtum. 


Me are not to 1 at this and the like extravagancies 
of adulation i in the Avguſtan poets. They had ample au- 


© thority for what they did of this ſort. We know, that 
© altars were erected to the Emperor by the command of the 
Senate; and that he was ee invoked, as an-eltablitgn, : 


5 tutelary divinity.” * 
| 2 Hub on the pille to Again 
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thoſe, who were perſuaded that all things proceeded 
from chance that there is no eſſential difference 
between good and evil that human agency is 
but neceſſity and that men are not hereaſter re- 
ſponſible for their preſent conduct? On what 
ſanctions could religious obligations be enforced, 
. when thoſe, whom the heathens were inſtructed 
to look upon as gods, were repreſented, not ſo 
much the rewarders of the good, and puniſhers 
of the wicked, as practiſers and encouragers of 
evil? and when their temples and altars were 
polluted by the moſt impure-and execrable rites? 
Is it not lamentable to reflect that in ſome civil 
eſtabliſhments immorality was authoriſed ; as in 
the Spartan, which gave ſanction to theft“ and 
to adultery that extreme depravity of manners 
prevailed, not merely among ſavage nations, 
ſtrangers to the advantages and comforts of 
civilized life, but among the citizens and ſtateſ- 
men, the poets and orators of Corinth, of Athens 
and of Rome—and that the man, who 1 is uſually . 
„„ ſet 
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moments was the ſlave of ſuperſtition? 


St. Paul, in his difputation with © certain 


= philoſophers of the Epicureans and of the 


e Stoics,” expreſſed his indignation at the ſuper- 


ſtitions which he beheld in Athens: “ his ſpirit 


« was ſtirred in him, when he ſaw the city 
« wholly given to idolatry.” * And in his firſt 
chapter to the Romans, he has deſcribed the 
vices and corruptions, which reigned in Imperial 
Rome. Both theſe teſtimonies convey fad images 
of depravity in the human character, among 


nations far advanced in the refinement of life ; "2 


nations not more juſtly renowned for wiſdom, in 


civil inſtitutes, and diſcipline in military arts, 
than for penetration in wes branch of ſcience.f f 
- But, 


* Acts Xvfi. . 


4 55 The Ie age of Auguſtus, with all its polite 3 
F tages, was ſadly corrupted in matters of religion : the Epi- 
© curean doctrine had ſpread itſelf through the Roman Em- 
* pire, and perſons of the brighteſt abilities and higheſt 
* ſtations, being unhappily infected with it, were men of that 
FIRST PHILOSOPHY, which, in a Chriſtian country, 
Land in the eighteenth century, hath been publicly recom- 
* mended to us by patriots and geniuſes; compared with 


* whom Epicurus was a ee a e a . 


- Fn a ſcholar. 


— 


ſet forth as the wiſeſt of the heathens, ts finiſbed | 
example of human perfection, even in his laſt _ 


Dr. JonTrIx—VIth Dicertation, p. 32 3. | 
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But, beſides the errors already noted, even 
thoſe perſons, who had beſtowed great attention 
on aſcertaining the grounds of moral duty and 
the poſſible conſequences of tranſgreſſion, were 
perplexed with other real difficulties. They per- 


\ 


ceived in themſelves a tendency to the purſuit of 
_ Pleaſure, even againſt better knowledge : they 
found * a law warring againſt the law of their 
« mind, and bringing them into captivity. ” 


From the conviction that ſin ſubjected the tranſ- 
greſſor to inſtant, or future, puniſhment, and that 
no ſinner could become his own ranſom and 
atonement, ſacrifices were univerſally ſubſtituted ; 

and (dreadful even to think of!) frequently human 
ſacrifices, & ſons and daughters : but whether 


any ſacrifice could procure the pardon of ſin, or 


by what medium divine Juſtice and Mercy could 
be reconciled, it was not for the — 


mind to n 


With reſpect to 1 8 e points the i im- 


mortality of the ſoul, and a future ſtate of juſt 


retribution; if ſome philoſophers, imagining the 


ſoul to de a Pore of the Deity,* aſſumed, in 


„„ 1 — =. ther 
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ARRIAN1 Epictetus.— Lib. 1. ©. 145 
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5 
their words and actions, a pride * not made for 
e man; others maintained that death annihilated 

ſoul as well as body. And though, by the ſerious 
and inquiſitive, ſome concluſions were drawn, 
from the actual properties of, the ſoul, to favour 
the poſſibility of its enjoying exiſtence even when 
ſeparated from the body, yet the contemplation 
terminated rather in cheriſhing the deſire, than in 
"Sung an eee immortality. - 


'To 888 minds the light of nature 101805 
ſuggeſt the reaſonableneſs of looking for a life to 
come from the promiſcuous diſtribution of good | 
and evil, or of happineſs and miſery, in the 


preſent life; and ſome ideas of future reward and 
puniſhment were conveyed by the fables and alle- 
gorical deſcriptions of the poets: but the influ- 
ence, which ſo ſublime a truth ought to have had 

on the lives and manners of men, muſt have been 
_ confiderably abated,. when poets, orators, and 
ſtateſmen gave ſufficient intimations to the people, 
that the idea of a future ſtate was to be conſi dered 
in Ang eher light than as merely fabulous. 
| From theſe 1 on ſome of thoſe errors, 5 
uhich overſpread even the moſt renowned nations 
in the heathen world before the revelation of the 
Gf. pel, we 1 5 CONDE the peculiar force and juſt 
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Ca 
application of the Apoſtle's Janguage, cc Ye 1 
12 ſometimes Darkneſs.” 


e 


Eta al 
* 


14 proceed in the ſecond place to conſider, that 
the preaching of the Goſpel has removed thoſe 
errors, and brought light into the world: But 
« now are ye light in the Lord.“ | 

H.—Wherever the light of the Goſpel has 

ſhined, wherever its ſacred truths have been fairly 
repreſented, and laid open to 5 DID. 1 885 
idolatry has eus. 


by the cs of the Goſpel, we are con= - 
firmed in the exiſtence and attributes of the One 
true God. The Chriſtian law renders the know- 
ledge of. our duty more explicit, and the per- 
formance more generally attainable, than either 
the philoſophy of the heathens, or even the pre- 
cepts of the Moſaic Covenant had done. Long 
experience had proved how inadequate mere 
philoſophy was to the diſcovery of religious 
Truth the world by wiſdom knew not God.“ 
And though the Moſaic law contained excellent 
inſtitutes, civil, moral, and religious, yet its nu- 
merous rites and local ceremonies excited in the 


Jus a more e regard to the circum- 
ſtantial 


1 Corinthians L 21; 


) 


brad parts, than to the true deſign and ſpirit 
L of that introduction t to the Goſpel, | e | 


The wal of life laid Jon in 88 New Teſta. 


ment is perfect: its precepts are intelligible to 


all capacities; not involved in ſubtlety and in- 
tricacy, as were thoſe enjoined by ſome ancient 


moraliſts, but delivered in fimplicity and truth : 
to be approved, they demand only a candid ex- 


| - amination; to be followed, « an honeſt and good 


« heart: calculated for all ranks and degrees of 


men, for all people, nations and languages, they 

are deſigned to regulate, not merely the external 

act, but the thoughts and intent of the heart; 
and to ſecure more than preſent comfort, even 

IF future bleſſedneſs to every faithfuT diſciple of 
Chriſt. There is no neceſſity of being deeply 

| read: in the ſchools of philoſophy to aſcertain our 


duty in its three great branches: with reaſonable 
uͤttention the illiterate may be well acquainted 


with Chriſtian obligations; while the intelligent 
will find in the Goſpel Diſpenſation truths ſuffi. 
cient to exerciſe-the moſt profound energies of the 
mind ; and the pure in heart” will diſcover the | 
ſublimeſt motives and encouragements to go on 
* unto perfection. The motives to moral obe- 
dience, laid down by Heathen philoſophers, bear 


no compariſon with thoſe e in the git: ing 


Vf. Their . 
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Their rulcs for the general conduct of life were 
ſeldom enforced by higher ſanctions than expedi- 
ence, or preſent ſatisfaction. On the principles 
of the Stoics the exerciſe of many ſocial virtues 
was abſolutely excluded: conſidering all actions 
as determined by irreſiſtible deſtiny, they incul- 
cated a perfect indifference to every event: by 
looking on death as a total and eternal extinction, 
they robbed the heart of Hope, man's greateſt 
conſolation, and removed the natural dread of 
Suicide, man's greateſt guilt. But the motives 
preſented in the Goſpel are adapted both to ſecure 
the general intereſts of ſociety, and to comfort 
the heart under trouble: they © make the Chriſ- 
tian patient in tribulation,” in proportion as 
they afford him the beſt grounds for © rejoicing 
in hope: they fortify his mind againſt the 
evils of life, by inculcating a principle not to 
be traced in all the wiſdom of ages—* Be not 
« overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
ee * they make him rife ſuperior to 
ſelfiſh affections, and give a check to malevolent 
perturbations, by commanding—* If thine enemy 
„ hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him 
« drink: f they impreſs upon, his heart uni- 
verſal Charity, as the very bond of peace and * 
all e 3 the more excellent way,” a 

| $6 3 | 


* PHI kli. 21. + Romans xii. 20. 


„„ 


& greater ny all faith '”—* 4 1 ſpeak with 
« the tongues of men: and of angels, and have 
« not charity, I am become as ſounding braſs, or 
« a tinkling cymbal: * above all, by exalting 
and purifying the ſoul, they render the Chriſtian 
meet to receive the completion of this heavenly. 
promiſe 4 Thou ſhalt be e at the 
0 e of the . 1 ; = 


= - Dit: beſides a N= 116 from the 
ſimplicity, the reaſonableneſs, and the perfection 
of the Chriſtian law, conſidered as a rule of con- 
duct, we have, in the life of our Redeemer, a 

| . example let Betons „„ 5 
It has been objected to all 1 and ins 
e e that they failed in practiſing their own 
injunctions. The author of our faith is the only 
teacher, who to excellence of precept united per- 
fection of example; inſomuch, that either: to 
obey his laws, or to imitate his life, leads to the 
ſame moral and religious wiſdom. - In whom, 
but in Jeſus of Nazarcth, do we diſcover a pat- 
tern of all that is © true, pure, lovely, and of 
good report?” in whom, but in him, do we 
behold entire reſignation to the will of: God 
: combined with benevolence towards men? Y ef 
| . %% ͤð⁊ ö „ 
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It is kkewiſe among the excellencies of the 
Geſpel. that the poſitive inſtitutions of our Re- 
deemer are few in number ; eaſy of obſervance; 
fignificant in their application; and highly bene- 
ficial when accompanied with the fruits of holi- 
neſs: for the acceptable worſhip is, not that of 


rites and ordinances, 0 mY facrifice of our 
hearts. : | 


# 


5 Concerning the means of reconciliation, we 
learn on the authority of revelation, (where only 
it can be learned) that, in the unity of the Divine 


nature, the love of the Father, the mediation of 


the, Son, and the influences of the Holy Ghoſt, 


co-operate in © the myſtery of our redemption :” 
that © there is one mediator between God and 


t men, the man Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf 
« a ranſom for all: and that © through Him 


ewe both (that is, both Jews and Gentiles) have 
an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father.” f He 


8 ſe nt to preach good tidings unto the 
* meek—to bind up the broken-hearted—to 


comfort all that mourn,” f To thoſe, who in 
the name of the Redeemer implore divine aſſiſt- 
ance, the Holy Spirit is vouchſafed ; not to ſup- 


preſs or ſuperſede, but to animate and ſtrengthen 


their own. carneſt endeavours: to the contrite 


F 


„„ „„ 25  NeatT 
1 Tim. ii. 5,6. + Epheſ. ii. 18. f Ifaiah Ixi. 1, 2. 


6 


heart mercy is held forth; and; that depend 

never take poſſeſſion of the awakened guilty con- 

ſcience, the pardon of ſin is promiſed to hearty 
. repentance nd. true faith.” 


— 


Concerning thoſe important articles, the im- 


mortality of the ſoul, and a future ſtate of re- 
ward and puniſhment, He, who „ came from 
« heaven,” in an eſpecial manner * brought 
« life and immortality to light:“ for, as the beſt 


and wiſeſt among the Heathens lahoured under 


much doubt and perplexity on the ſubject of im- 

mortality; and as the certainty of future recom- 
penſe could be known only from divine Revela- 
tion, God was pleaſed to give even ſenſible evi- 
dence and demonſtration of à reſtoration to life 


in the refurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the 


dead; when it was revealed, that we muſt 
«all appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt,* 


« who will render to every « one according to 88 
5 8 7 COIN" 4 


Ps theſe Geral conſiderations i it is apparent 
how much the human mind is aſſiſted by the 


| . preaching of the Goſpel ; how much thoſe dif- 


ffculties are removed, which reaſon could not 
| ſolve, when. left to its own powers; and thoſe 


errors 


5 Corinthians Ye 10» - 4 Romans ii. 6. 


6 8 55 


errors | Uifpelled, i in which, not merely the moſt 


ſavage, but the moſt civilized nations lay in- 
volved. Theſe advantages and bleſſings render 
it incumbent on us, in juſtice as well as in gra- 
titude, to acknowledge the truth of the Apoſtle's 
language—* ye were ſometimes darkneſs—but 
« noware ye light in the Lord,” | 


It remains, in the third and laſt place, to 
enforce this apoſtolical concluſion— Walk as 
C0 children of _ 


III. If it be in reaſon 1 OE that ener 
egen ſhall produce higher degrees of moral 
excellence; Chriſtians, to whom the moſt perfect 
means are afforded, ſhould manifeſt the moſt ex- 
emplary obedience, and be found as unblame- 
able in their lives as they are unrivalled in their 
FOI. | | | = 


iii the law of nature is reſtored to its 
original ſimplicity ; when a future ſtate of re- 
ward and puniſhment is revealed, and * life and 
„ immortality are brought to light,“ ſhall. we 
live as if we “ fat in darkneſs?” or, ſhall we, 

contrary to the evidence of facts, attribute the 
_ exiſtence of thoſe bleſſings, not to divine inter- 
pPoſition, but to the mere operations of the hu- 

CE „„ man 


62 


man mind? or, hall ingratitude ns Rill 
higher, and, affecting to diſdain the light afforded 
through the revelation of the Goſpel, contend, 
that © reaſon, now but in its infancy, when ar- 


« rived at maturity, will ſurpaſs in ſublimity of 


: knowledge, and importance of diſcovery © the 


« Grace and Truth, which came by Jeſus 


| Z « Chriſt?” Let not ſuch arrogance proceed out 


of our lips: let not ſuch e poſſeſs and | 


z TP our hearts. 


The 5 of many centuries authorizes 
the idea, that as, prior to the revelation of the 


Goſpel, even among the moſt civilized nations, 
errors of the moſt pernicious tendency prevailed 


both in principle and practice, the ſame would 
have continued, if no more than the light of na- 


12 5 8 e 


That We entertain more nonks ſentiments of 


the ſupreme Being that we are more free from 


. deluſion in many points of importance that our 
ule of life is perfect and our hope of i immor- 


tality certain theſe things are to be aſcribed, 
not to our own wiſdom, as if it were naturally 
ſuperior to that of ſome Heathens; nor to our 


exertions in the purſuit of truth, as if greater 


chan thoſe of ſome worthy men of old; but, en- 
| 1 rirely - 
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tirely to the revelation made by the promiſed 
Meſſiah; who, © in the fulneſs of time, viſited 
« and redeemed his people; © gave light to 


« them that fat in darkneſs, and in "RE ſhadow 
bo of death. FIG 


= _ _ 4 3 _= 
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It then we have a asien, whoſe precepts a are 
intelligible and reaſonable, and whoſe doctrines 
are productive both of temporal and eternal 
peace; if the Author of that religion has left us 
an example worthy of all imitation ; and © is 
.« able alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that 
« come unto God by Him: f if the Father of 
all mercies has promiſed to forgive us our ſins 
upon ſincere repentance; to communicate; in aid 
. of our weakneſs, the gracious influence of his 
Holy Spirit; and to beſtow on us in the world 
to come more than either we deſire, or deſerve 
if theſe advantages and bleſſings do not prevail 
with us to * live unto God,” we are *-without 
e excuſe: © it had been better for us not to have 
, known the way of righteouſneſs, than, after 
e we have known it, to turn from the holy com- 
* mandment delivered unto us.” And infinitelyß 
happier will it prove hereafter for the untutored 
| Heathen, who acted according to the beſt of his 
e * for thoſe, who, under the _ 
0 
© Lake. 6 4 His 5.2. 4 2 Peter il. a. 
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of the Goſpel, are as vain and unthankful, as ſit. | 


percilious, licentious; and injurious, as the worſt 


of Heathens. But ſhall the univerſal Father 


manifeſt his loving-kindneſs, and ſhall we 


deſpiſe his mercy? Shall the eternal Son take 


upon him our nature, and for our redemption ſuf- 
fer a painful and ignominious death, and ſhall we 
live unmindful of his ſufferings ? Shall the Holy 
Ghoſt the Comforter, which “ helpeth dur in- 


« firmities, be grieved in us? Bleſt with the 


moſt perfect means, and animated by the ſub- 
limeſt motives, ſhall we not, by purity of inten- 


tion and integrity in action, teſtify whoſe diſciples 


ne are? Leſt God having, in mercy, © done to his 
| _ vineyard all that could be done in it,“ ſhould, 
in juſtice, execute on the violators of his word 
this ſolemn denunciation=-* As the fire de- 
« youreth the ſtubble, and the flame conſumeth 
« the chaff, ſo their root ſhall be as rottenneſs, 
and their bloſſom ſhall go up as duſt: becauſe 
te they have caſt away the law of the Lord of 


_&« Hoſts, and deſpiſed the word of the Tg 9 | 


0 of Iſrael. I, 


Therefore, my beloved brethren,  * while. ye 


te have the light, believe 1 in the light—leſt dark- . 


M „ eee 


© Iaiahv.24. 


% 


Fd 


„„ 


« neſs come upon you: prove the excellence 

of your religion by the holineſs of your lives: 

7 cc ſhew your faith by your works; “ wb giving 

« thanks unto the Father, who hath delivered us 

from the power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated 
«« us into the kingdom of his dear Son.“ T EE 


John xii. 35, 36- Þ Colofliansi. 12, 13. 


is 


ON THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. | 


i 

1 

, [ 

N 

: ' 


A 


SERMON 
19 6 10 THE 

Pariſh Church of | S S tephen Walbrook, — ” | 

1 . fn. | 


RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR,  ' | 


ON SUNDAY, THE THIRD OF SEPTEMBER: 1797» 


- 1 


— — 


— 


dJ 4 4" 


vnsr EPISTLE OF sr. PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS, 


CHAP. XV. VERSE „ LD 


Ir CHRIST . BE . THAT HE ROSE FROM. 
THE DEAD, HOW SAY SOME AMONG YOU, THAT 
THERE IS NO RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD? 


5 TuxouoR the malice of the Jews, or 


through the blindneſs of the Gentiles, St. Paul's 


Corinthian diſciples ſuffered perſecution becauſe 
of their adherence to the Chriſtian faith. The 
Apoſtle comforted, their hearts with the expecta- 


tion of happineſs in the world to come; and 


confeſſed, that without the hope of future 


bleſſedneſs, their condition, as well as his own, 


was moſt miſerable: If in this life only we 


« have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men moſt 
cc „ myſerable.”” | 


The hope = a "oi to come ns a in 
all ages, and among all nations, the greateſt con- 


ſolation. But the Foundation of that hope was 


not fully underſtood before the preaching of the 


revealed, 
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| ya for, till that N it was not generally 8 
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| revealed, that the reſurrection of Chriſt "CE the 


dead is © the firſt fruits,” the - earneſt, and the 
proof of our reſurrection from the dead. 


In this chapter St. Paul firſt reminds his con- 
verts, that they © are ſa ved by the Goſpel, which 
he declared and preached unto them, if they 
« keep in memory what he preached unto them, 
« unleſs they have believed in vain.” He next 

briefly adduces ſome proofs that Chriſt roſe from 
the dead; and then propoſes this important queſ- 
tion“ Now, if Chriſt be preached that he roſe 
e from the dead, how ſay ſome among you, that 
« there is no reſurrection of the dead? 


It may conduce to the ſolution, or right un- 
derſtanding of this queſtion, to conſider, in the 

following diſcourſe, fir/t, ſome of thoſe grounds, 
on which the Jews, who lived at the period of 
our Lord's miniſtry, admitted the doctrine of 
the reſurrection of the body what reception that 
doctrine met with from ſome among the Gen- 
tiles and what ſentiments are entertained of the 
ſame among Chriſtians : ſecondly, to ſtate in what 
Point of view the reſurrection of the dead is ge- 
nerally ſet forth in the Scriptures, and by St. Paul 
in the ſublime chapter before us: after which 


I ſhall OT tome gg: improvements. 
| TB 995 | 


18% } 


1. A reſtoration to life was a point of doctrine 
not entirely new to the Jews, when their Meſſiah _ 


appeared among them. At that period, of two 
prevailing Sects, very oppoſite to each other, one 


denied, and the other admitted the riſing of the 
dead : © The Sadducees ſay, that there is no 


« reſurre&ion, neither angel, nor ſpirit ; but the 
„ Phariſees confeſs both: »»* The Sadducees 
allowed the authority only of the five Books of 
Moſes, and they imagined, that from the Pen- 
tateuch no argument could be brought in favour 
of the human reſtoration to life : but when our 
| Lord reaſoned with them on that ſubject, he 
_ deduced from Exodus this argument for exiſtence 


after death As touching the reſurrection of 
the dead, have ye not read that which was 
| « ſpoken unto you by God, faying, I am the 


« God of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and 
the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the 
« dead, but of the living.” And he aſcribed 


the error of the Sadducees to ignorance of the | 


Scriptures, and- to Ow ſentiments of the 


= 16 Adds xxiik 111 
4 They denied the n e 5 the "EPR the hates of 
© angels, and all exiſtences of the ſpirits or fouls of men 

© departed. —The Sadducees not only rejected all unwritten 

t traditions, but alſo all the written word, <xcepting only 

that of the five Books of Moſes.” : 

. | Parpnavs' 5 Conncttion, 1 Part IL. EX. 


divine 


„ 0 


divine power Ye do err, not wing! the 
« Scriptures, nor the power of God.” * Before 
our Lord raifed Lazarus to life again, „Martha, 
« the ſiſter of him that was dead,” made this 
confeſſion—* I know that he ſhall riſe again in 
e the reſurrection, at the laſt day.” } Thoſe 
Jes, who, at the time of our Lord's miniſtry, 
were well read in the holy Scriptures, could not 
be unapprized of a reſtoration to life; becauſe 
the Old Teſtament contained may paſſages, which 
led the mind eaſily to admit the doctrine of the 
reſurrection of the body. It may ſuffice at 
preſent to point out only /x of thoſe paſſages, 
and gu as . e in our 0 verſion. 


Linger the ſevere affliction ſuſtained by patient 
Job, his truſt in God, and his belief in a life to 
come, never departed from him. By the hope of 

future recompenſe he ſupported his own acute 
ſufferings, and the more acute revilings of his 
three friends; to whom he addreſſed theſe pro- 

| phetical and ſublime exclamations—* Oh that my 
words were now written! oh that they were 
cc printed in a bock! that they were graven with 
s an iron pen and lead, in the rock for ever! 
* For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
4 he ſhall ſland at the latter 5 aon the earth. 

- i ee And 

I * Matthew xxii. 29, 37, 1 John xi. 24. 


1 5 T 
e "And though after my PE worms deſtroy 
c this e TE in my fleſh ſhall [ 15 God. hs 


The Pak 3 by Elijah, on the dead | 
ſon of the widow of Zarephath, was a direct 1 
proof of a reſtoration to life, and of the re- union 
of ſoul and body. The prophet «cried unto 
« the Lord, and ſaid, O Lord my God, I pray 
« thee, let this child's ſoul come into him again. 
« And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and 
« the ſoul of the child came into him SSA; and 
" he revived. EY | 


yy > 


Ihe propher Iaiab, after exhorting the Jews 
to © truſt in the Lord for ever ; for in the Lord 
« Jehovah is everlaſting ftrength,” - ſubjoined 
theſe memorable words“ Thy. dead. men ſhall _ 
t live, together with my dead body ſhall they = 
w * ariſe: awake and ing, ye that dwell in Au 2 


- To the 088. of © 8 _ ones,” 5 = by 
Ezekiel in the open valley, “ upon which, when 
he beheld, came the ſinews and fleſh and ſkin, * 

and the breath came into chem, and they _ - 

© © lived: * this was the interpretation given by 

| the e of the Lord Son of man, i 

Y . 5 Es bones ; : 8 


8 1 


1 210 xix. . +3 + Khan xvii, 21, 22. 
So gs Iſaiah xxvi. 4 9. | 
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ce, RE are the W Joke of 1 behold 
« they ſay, Our bones are-dried, and our hope 
« is loſt; we are cut off for our parts. There- 
« fore prophecy, and ſay unto them, thus faith 
« the Lord God, behold, O my people, T will 
« open your grayes, and cauſe you to come up 


« out of your graves, : and bring vou into the land 
cc of Iſrael.” 70 8 | 


| The ps ies after thus ks batch the 
divine mercy towards a rebellious people“ O 
..* [ſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me 
e is thine help; delivered in the name of God 
this awful truth : < I will ranſom them from the 
« power of the grave: 1 will redeem them from 
« death: O death, I will be thy plagues : 0 
he grave, F will be ehy we math | 


But the moſt direct teten in the Old 
LTeſtament to the doctrine of a reſtoration to 
life, is given in theſe. words of Daniel—the 
« many of them that ſleep. in the duſt of the 
earth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and 
265 Tome to ſhame and Ae a contempt.” Þ 


Auel fox x paſſages are now quoted to ſhew, 
that, 1 to our Saviour's e the Jews 
were 


— # 


. Beekie xxxvii, © + Hoſea «lg, 4 1 Daniel xii. 2. 
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were prepared, on the teſtimony of their R 
| writers, to admit the poſſibility of the reſurrec- | 
tion of the body. 8 „„ . 


Should it nere be WES N then did the 
rulers and elders of the Jews oppoſe the teſti⸗ 5 
mony borne by the Apoſtles to that doctrine? 
the anſwer is at hand: becauſe "the Apoſtles 
preached the reſurrection /brough Feſus, who, 
by the prieſts and elders, had been rejected, de- 
ſpiſed, and crucified. To their faces, St. Peter 
condemned the Jews for“ denying the HolyOne, . 
« and for killing the Prince of Life:“ therefore 
were © the, prieſts and ſadducees grie ved, that 
« they taught the people, and preached through 


« Feſus the- 5 am from the dead.“ 
„„ | | | 


Let us now 7 conſider how that doctrine was re- 
ceived by ſome 1 the Gentiles. | 
The ities were Sale to the © covenant 
« of promiſe.” The doctrines of « Jeſus and the 
* reſurrectionꝰ were new to them; and were at 
firſt unfavourably received by ſome „ wiſe in 
their own conceits. When St. Paul diſeourſed 
with certain philoſophers of the Epicureans 
PS and of the Stoics, on aid, Wat” will this 
CT, e Ne Hy TIED EI ORD] «cc babler 
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0 es ES. and other ſome, he "EGTA to be 
« 4 ſetter forth of ſtrange gods: : becauſe he 
ce preached unto them Jeſus, and the reſurrec- 
« tion.“ They imagined thoſe two words de- 
noted, .in the original, two new divinities. But 
thoſe philoſophers rejected the Apoſtle's doctrine, 
in conſequence of adhering to the principles of 
their ſect. The Epicureans were perſuaded, that 
any concern for man was infinitely beneath the 
regard of the ſupreme Intelligence: and the 
Stoics concluded, that death annihilated ſoul as 
well as body. The philoſophers in general con- 
ſidered the body as the priſon of the ſoul: and 
the re- union of ſoul and body was by them ac- 
counted, not only unworthy of divine wiſdom, 
but abſolutely beyond the reach even of divine 
power. To ſuch objections, St. Paul oppoſed 
this fact that Chriſt roſe from the dead. In 
anſwer to any difficulties ariſing from the ſeem- 
ing natural impoſſibility, he Propoſed this ſin- 
- gle "queſtion — Why ſhould it be thought a 
c thing incredible with you, that God ſhould 
0 raiſe the dead? f. To create out of nothing, 
or give being to what never exiſted, ſeems (if we 
may ſo ſpeak) to be a work of greater difficulty 
than to reſtore what has been. Philoſophers have 
urged many, objections to the human reſtoration, 
e 1 


Abi xvii, 16. A eis. 
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as they have to every theological point; yet all 


objections muſt yield to this indiſputable truth, 
| that © what God hath promiſed, he is able to - 
| « perform.” The wiſdom of the heathen phi- 
loſophers was defective in their not knowing,“ 


that is, not rightly- conſidering and admitting 
the power of God.” They affected to deter- 


mine what could, and what could not be done by 
| the Supreme Being: they made their own in- 
| adequate ideas of power the ſtandard of all poſ- 
' fibility : and (as a modern philoſopher® has done) 


they circumſcribed the divine agency, and ſet 

bounds to omnipotence. According to the renets 
of the Epicureans and Stoics, the world was not 
created by infinite wiſdom ; but, by the fortuitous 


concourſe of atoms, that is, by ſome means or 
other, it made itſelf. The ſame perſons. denied 

a reſtoration to life, who denied the work of cre- ; 
ation: their objection was manifeſtly grounded 
on Atheiſm; and on that ground we are the leſs 


to wonder that when they heard of the 
« reſurrection of the dead, ſome mocked :*? 


though others ſaid to St, Paul, we wilt Io : ; 


70 mes again of this matter. f N 


* 


IE we proceed to e on the ſen- Z 
timents entertained by Chriſtians on. the ſame 
- * David Hunz. t Ac xvii. 52. Rs ; 
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thoſe points on which Chriſtians are generally 
agreed. But we find, that, even in the apoſtolic 


the life of righteouſneſs. But we have St. Paul's 
” authority, that, in teaching men fo, «< they erred, | 


diſappear to make room for others; and are : 


< 94 ©. 
Habject, we tha diſcover ſome. diverſity of 


opinion. N 


* 


The reſurrection of the body is Faded one of | 


age, certain perſons © of whom were Hymeneus 
« and Philetus, concerning the truth, had erred, 
« ſaying, that the reſurrection is paſt already; 
« and overthrew the faith of ſome.”* Their 

error ſeems to have confiſted in conſidering the | 
riſing from the dead in an allegorical, or myſtical | 
ſenſe; as though it only imported the ſpiritual 
renovation of the ſoul from the death of fin unto 


« and overthrew the faith of. ſome.” 
Particular errors prevail for a ſeaſon ; then 
aber ONE} into notice . 


The error K 80 Hymencus and Philetus” has 
to be revived in ſome opinions advanced i an: The . 
* Apology for the true Chriſtian Divinity.“ In that 
work large comments are made on moſt of the 
n Truths revealed in the Goſpel: it is 


there fore 


* 2 Timothy is 17, 18. 


rr 


68 


Hetbfore! the more 09 extraordinary that the _—_— | 

ſubject of the reſurrection of the Dead, is 

almoſt entirely omitted; or, when lightly at 

hifed to, is confidered only in an allegorical and 

| - myſtical ſenſe: as in the two following paſſages - 
taken from that Apology— Tn this reſpect, then, 
«as (Chriſt is in 7he feed * (or light), which is 
in all men, we have ſaid, Chriſt is in all men, 

© and have preached and directed all men to 

© Gerijt in them : who lies crucified in them, by 
their ſins and iniquities; that they may * look 

& upon him, whom they have pierced, and re- 

© pent : whereby he, that now lies as it were 

© ſlain and buried in them, may come to be 
RF. 'raiſed, And have dominion in their hearts over 

7 wall, (p. 143). * -Thoſe then, that ind him 
© "thus ruiſed and ruling in them, have a true 
ground of hope to believe that they a are Juſtified 7 
# my 50 Food, ; . 226). . 
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Kate chat the 8 deduce K hs. 
_ crucifixion, the reſurrection, and the aſcenſion 
of our Lord, the neceſſity of our dying unto ſin, a 
and living unto righteouſneſs ; admitting that 
many figurative expreſſions in the Seriptures, re- 
ſpecting the condition and improvement of the 
ſoul, are to be underſtood in à ſpiritual ſenſe; 


2 BARCLAY'S Apology for the Quakers, 8vo. 5th Edit. 1703. 
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yet it is not poſſible to reconcile the numerous 
_ paſſages in the New Teſtament which relate to 
the reſurrection of the dead, with the idea that 
they imply the regeneration of the ſouls of men 
in this life preſent, or ſimply this, that * Chr;f 
© himſelf is now to be raiſed in them.” The 
deſire of expounding in an allegorical and myſti- 
cal manner the facts recorded, and the doctrines 
revealed in the New Teſtament, may be carried 
to that extreme, which ſhall, not only ſet aſide 
obedience to ſome direct and poſitive commands, 
but weaken in the minds of many the proper 
evidences for the truth of the Goſpel, and for the 
foundation of our Faith. Whatever abſolute ſenſe 
may belong to ſome metaphorical expreſſions in 
the Scriptures, let them not be ſo interpreted as 
to call in queſtion theſe awful Truths delivered 
by our Redeemer “ The hour is coming, in the 
* which all that are in the graves ſhall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and ſhall come forth; 

_ « they that have done good, unto the reſurrection 
« .of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
2 reſurrection of damnation. 1 


But, among Chriſtians, 8 are ſome few, 
who hold another opinion concerning the riſing 
from the dead : which is, that it merely imports 

I ia | the 
Re 2 john y, 28, 29. 
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the ue of the Saul after Seat, Thoſe - 
perſons ſeem to think, with ſome ancient phi- 
loſophers, that the reſurrection of the Body is 
utterly unworthy of the divine Interpoſition, it 
it be even within the divine power. But what- 


ever may he their ſentiments of the inſignificance 
of the body, yet the body conſtitutes an intimate 


and effential part of the human creature ;: it is 
wonderfully made,” it is © God's workman- 
« ſhip;” and, if it be corrupted, or defiled, with 
that let us not charge God fooliſhly.” They, 
who under the light of the Goſpel, preſume to 
- queſtion the power, or veracity of God, inſtead 
of becoming advocates for Evangelical truth, 
adopt the miſapprehenſions of unenlightened phi- 
loſophers ; who might be entitled to ſome excuſe, 
becauſe they were ignorant of the Scriptures, and 
' were not properly educated in the knowledge of 


- 


God. But no ſuch excuſe can be allowed to 


Chriftians : and it is the more unaccountable that 
the reſurrection of the dead ſhould be conſidered 
as applying merely to the ſoul after death, when 
the reſurrection of the foul is not mentioned in 
the Scriptures. 


| This brings me, . to ſtate in a mir point 
B of view the reſurrection of the dead is generally 


| ſet forth in the Scriptures, and LY St, Paul in the 


chapter before us. „ y HET 


— 


„ 


II. — It * 1 been 1 from ſome 
paſſages in the Old Teſtament, that a Reſtoration 
to Life was a doctrine not entirely new to the 
Jews before the preaching of the Goſpel; and 
that, on the authority of their ſacred writings, 
they were prepared to admit the: PDE of ME 

e of the bod . 


. may now be 1 that the Scriptures 
in general teach (as plainly as words can teach 
any thing) that man is compounded of ſoul and 
body; an intelligent ſpirit in a corporeal taber- 
nacle ; that Death is the ſeparation, or disjunction 
of that compound nature; that when the ſilver 
« cord is looſed, or the golden bowl is broken; 
« —then ſhall the duſt return to the earth as it 
was, and the ſpirit ſhall return unto. God who. 
„ gave it.“ But Philoſophers ſtart many diffi- 
culties to this doctrine: by endleſs ſubtleties they 
repreſent human beings as deſtitute of a thinking 
principle ſuperior to mere matter: and ſome mo- 
dern philoſophers, who have much perplexed the 
ſubject, have made in their diſquiſitions * on matter 
and. /prr:7” this diſcovery—that Spirit is material, 
and Matter is ſpiritual. But, I preſume, Chriſtians | 
are to form their religious ſentiments on the word, 
not of ONE but of Got: Both Teſtaments con- 
> | niger | 


 * Feelel, xii. i. 6, 2. 


0 
fider human beings as conſiſting of ſoul and body: 

and both proclaim the reſurrection of the body: 
but, in the New Teſtament, the pledge, or 

earneſt of that future event is given in the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt: He that raiſed up Chriſt 
e from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken our mortal 
« bodies.”* In him were literally accompliſhed 
theſe prophetical words of David Thou wilt 
not leave my ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou 
« ſuffer thine holy one to ſee corruption.“ Ac- 
cording to St. Peter's expoſition of that paſſage, 
« David, being a Prophet, —ſpake of the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, that his ſoul was not left in 
« hell, neither his fleſh did ſee corruption.“ 
Three ſignifications are, in the Scriptures, an- 
nexed to the original word here rendered Hell: 
in ſome paſſages it denotes the place of torment 
prepared for the wicked; in others, the grave; 
and in others, the intermediate ſtate of exiſtence, 
in which departed ſouls abide < until the times 
of reſtitution of all things. „Of theſe three 
ſenſes the latter only can be applicable to the foul 
of * the man Chriſt Jeſus :” for, as his body, 


though placed in the grave, ( ſawno corruption: 
ſo his ſoul, which never knew ſin, could not be 


aſſigned to a place of torment. Before his ex- 
Piration on the croſs, Jeſus ſaid unto the penitent 

i malefactor— 5 
Romans „ Acts chap. I. | 


: 
7 
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malefator— «T o- day ſhall thou be oh me in 
<< paradiſe :;* 1 juſt before he “ gave up the 


« ghoſt, He thus prayed unto God to receive 


+ his ſpirit— Father, into thy hands I eee 
cc my na 1 5 


Let it not be objected to the 184 0 of the ſoul's 


| exiſting z in a ſeparate ſtate, when diſunited from 


the body, that the church of Rome has greatly 
impoſed on the minds of men by maintaining the 
efficacy of dirges and maſſes for freeing wicked 


- ſouls from the pains of Purgatory, a doctrine no 


leſs lucrative than fabulous; for what point of 
doctrine has not by the rulers of that church 


been perverted and abuſed ? Nor let it be pre- 


ſumed unworthy of the divine interpoſition to 
reſtore tbe whole man, by reuniting ſoul and body: 
for, even ſenſible evidence and ' demonſtration 


have been given of ſuch a reſtoration to life, in 


the reſurrection of Chriſt, in the re-union of his- 


identical ſoul and Nas aner their nen by 
8 death. 


- 


Ia the TATE chapter from which the text is 


taken, St. Paul, after teſtifying that . Chriſt died 


« for our fins, according to the Scriptures, and 


„ chat he was buried, ano that he roſe again the 


e third 
bs Lale 5 43. of Luke 3 xxiii, 46. 


„ 0k) 


ec third day according to the Scriptures 1 pro- 
poſed this queſtion, as an unanſwerable argument 


for a reſtoration to life If Chriſt be preached - * 
« that he roſe from the dead, how ſay ſone 


« among you that there is no reſurrection of the 
| 5% dead? But if there be no reſurrection of the 
| « dead, then is Chriſt not riſen. And if. Chriſt 
« be not riſen, then is our preaching vain, and 
e your faith is alſo vain. But now is Chriſt riſen | 
from the dead, and become the firſt fruits of 
| « them that ſlept.” This ſubje& led the Apoſtle - 
| to reflect on the original introduction of fin and 
death: and he proves here, (though more fully 

in his 5th chapter to the Romans) that whatſoever 
| was univerſally loſt by the tranſgreſſion of the 
| firſt man, Adam, is univerſally regained: by the 
| obedience of Chriſt, © the ſecond Adam, the 
« the Lord from heaven. Since by man came 

4 death, by man came alſo the reſurrection of the 
| © dead: for as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt 
« ſhall all be made alive.” After conveying this 
' inſtruction, St. Paul replies to ſome difficulties 
which had been ſuggeſted by inquiſitive minds: 
« But ſome man will ſay, how are the dead 
* raiſed up? and, with what body do they 
« come?” To the former queſtion, as implying 
that for a dead body to live again was a natural 
impoſſibility, he oppoſes a natural * argument, 


— 


1 102 Y 


drawn from a grain of MENT fk” is buried, 


moulders, rots, and dies in the earth, and yet, in 
due ſeaſon, ſprings forth into life abundantly : 
« Thou fool, that which thou ſoweſt, is not 
« quickened except it die.” To the ſecond '' 
queſtion the Apoſtle replies, that there “ is a 


s natural body, and there is a ſpiritual body :” 
and, that as „ fleſh and blood cannot inherit the 


kingdom of God; ſo © at the laſt trump the 


« dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall 
40 be changed.” St. Paul has moreover aſſerted, 


in another epiſtle, that © the dead. in Chriſt ſhall | 


; «c riſe firſt. St. John likewiſe ſpeaks of © the 


« firſt reſurrection ;*” and © the reign of Chriſt 


« with his ſaints a thouſand years: and he af- 
firms, that * the reſt of the dead lived not again 
until the thouſand years were finiſhed.” f But, 


fo. whether the great and univerſal change, men- ; 


. tioned by St. Paul, will precede that reign of 


Chriſt with his ſaints; or whether it will not be 
accompliſhed till the final day of judgment, the 


Scriptures (in my humble opinion) do not ex- 
plicitly reveal. Sufficient information is, how- - 
ever, vouchſafed to regulate our thoughts, words, 
and actions: for all the Apoſtles, and Jeſus Chriſt | 

himſelf, are moſt explicit in maintaining, that 
* The ſea 8 e up the dead, which are in it; 
LG and 
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„ — 1 Thel. 55 „ Ll, 
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« and the grave mall deliver up the dead, which 


« are init; and the dead, ſmall and great, ſhall 
« ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt; and 


« ſhall be Judged every man e to their 


« deeds.” 10G. 


This 7; 9 me, in the laſt place, to deduce 


ſome practical improvements from the whole 


I e 


: 


I. Mets moral excellencies, conducive. to 


temporal and eternal peace, are inculcated by. 
the Apoſtles, whenever they diſcourſe on. future, 
exiſtence: I will briefly point out only theſe three 
—humility of mind purity of heart —and 1 
tience under affliction. 5 


ms 


| Thr the ſubject of e e to: 0ubds: 


be attended with ſome difficulties inſuperable by 


| human underſtanding, is the leſs to be wondered 


at, when we reflect how few, even of thoſe things 
that are before us, we do thoroughly underſtand. 


This conſideration ſhould incline us to reſt ſatis- 
| fied with thoſe general diſcoveries of the divine. 

| will, which may be traced by proper diligence ; 

| without expecting a perfect comprehenſion, free 


m all difficulties; an 10b ject not attainable even in 


| ſciences 


4 1 
— . es . — O 


; ͤ 

ſciences of ſtrict demonſtration. Much leſs ſhould 
we haſtily imagine, that there is any real defect 
of evidence, or any weak and inconclufive 

arguments, diſcoverable in the inſpired writers.“ 
There may be in them, as St. Peter has confeſſed 
of St. Paul's writings, © ſome things hard to be 
«* underſtood:ꝰ yet before we draw unfavourable 
concluſions, we ſhould be careful neither to miſin- 
terpret them through prejudice, nor to miſappre- 
hend them through want of accurate attention: on 
every point of Chriſtian doctrine, let us firſt 
examine, and then abide by the general teſtimony 
of the Scriptures. Thus, on the awful ſubject 


before us, though many perſons may baue queſ- 


_ tioned among themſelves, as did the firſt diſciples, 
« what the riſing from the dead ſhould mean 
though, with the Sadducees, ſome ſhould fay, 


A there is no reſurrection or, with the Gentile 
philoſophers, ſhould « mock,” and deride the * 


idea as unworthy, and as impoſſible—or, with 
ſome profeſſed Chriſtians, ſhould allegorize the 
doctrine, as though it merely imported the ſpi- 
ritual renovation of the ſoul in this life—or, with 
others, ſhould conclude it implies no more than 
the reſurrection of the foul after death ; yet © the 


& word of God ſtandeth ſure; and according 


to WNT word, as « — was raifed from the 
dead,“ 


F 105 ** 


S- dead, = fo oy all that are in their graves ſhall hear 
” his voice, and ſhall come een e 3 


o 


But ho chat . the Apoſtles che 
neceſſity of holineſs of life: « Like as Chriſt was 
« raiſed up from the dead, even ſo we alſo ſhould | 
« walk in newneſs of life; and not ſuffer ſin to 
« reign in our mortal bodies.” Our bodies are 
« the temple of the holy Ghoſt: they are re- 


« deemed by the precious blood of Chriſt: let 


them not be polluted. ** If any man defile the 
cc temple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy.“ The 
Apoſtles earneſtly exhort us to cultivate purity of 
heart, as the moſt acceptable ſervice to God, and 
is moſt expreſſive of that gratitude, which ſhould 
reſide in the hearts of his adopted and ranſomed 
children: * Ye are bought © with a price: there- | 
« fore glorify God in your . and in your 
* ' ſpirit, which are God' 8. ft 5 2: 


In the laſt IVE, our 108 rifing from. the | 
grave is conſidered by all the Apoſtles as the P 
and Pledge of our reſurrection from the dead; and 
in that view it is propoſed as a powerful argument 

for patience under the various troubles of this life, 
| The whole Goſpel is indeed full of comfort: but 
| peculiarly ſo by adminiſtering ſacred hope, when 

„„ on oe 
1 Corinthians, ili, 1 7. +. 1 Corinthians vi. 20. : 


een, 


* — x Eo nag rr 


we ftand moſt in need of conſolation, under 


of fickneſs—and in the hour of death. We are 


(69660 


affliction under unmerited diſtreſs on the bed 


therefore ec not to ſorrow even as others who have 
* no hope: for if we believe that Jeſus died, 
% and roſe again, even ſo them alſo, which fleep 0 
*in | Jeſus, will God DONE with 1 8 7 9 | 


5 
* i 


2 1 Theſſalonians i iv. 14. 
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| ON « DOING FUSTLY, LOVING MERCY, AND 
« WALKING HUMBLY WITH OUR GOD.” 


* 
. 
* a — 


5 S E RMO N 


PREACHED IN THS 


Pariſo Church of St. Lawrence Fewry, . 
' RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR, 


= Y ＋ | = 
 WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, - 


| THF WD ; 
' RECORDER, THE SHERIFFS, 
: - 5 AND THE £7 5 . 


LIVERIES OF THE SEVERAL COMPANIES 


_ oO? 


rae 


CITY OF LONDON. 


Pry 


ON. THE TWENTY-NINTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1797. 


BEFORE THE 


ELECTION OF A LORD-MAYOR.: 


4 


r 


3 


SERMON vI. 
/ _— 
MICAH, CHAP. vi. VERSE 8TH. 
HE HATH SHEWED THEE, O MAN, WHAT IS GOOD: 
AND WHAT DOTH THE LORD REQUIRE OF THEE, 


BUT TO DO JUSTLY, AND TO LOVE MERCY, AND 
TO WALK HUMBLY WITH THY GoD ? 


E To remove ſome e 1 of the nature 
of religion, and to inculcate thoſe principles of 
moral and ſacred wiſdom, which, in their juſt 
| application, have proved, and muſt ever prove, 
| beneficial to man, and acceptable in the fight of 
God, ſeems to have been the Prophet's deſign in 
delivering, and thus introducing, the words of che 
text O my people, remember now what Balak 
king of Moab conſulted, and what Balaam the 
« ſon of Beor anſwered him, that ye may know 
© the righteouſneſs of the Lord. Wherewithal 
| © ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow myſelf 
before the high God? ſhall I come before him 
* with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? 
will the Lord be pleaſed with. thouſands of 
Ta Ds or with ten thouſands of 1 rivers of oil? ſhall 
g hs. give” 


t 276 Y 


*I give my firſt born for my tranſgreſtion ? the 
« fruit of my body for the ſin of my ſoul? He 
ic hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good: and 
« what doth the Lord require of thee; but to do 
« Juſtly, and to love merey, and to, FINK. humbly 


3 with thy 5 125 Py | 


In the 1 diſcourſe, 1 mean, in the' Pn 
place, to reflect on the importance and neceſſity 


of „ what the Lord requireth: /econdly, to con- 
ſider how different from “ what the Lord re- 
« quireth”* are thoſe many deluſions and impo- 
ſitions, which, though varying according to 
times and circumſtances, have, in all ages, been 


ſubſtituted in the roam of * what is good :”-and 


 #birdly, 1 ſhall make an application to > ourſelves, 


1. The great Creator has vourhlaſed unto | 
man various means for attaining the knowledge 


of „ what is good.” Among thoſe means the 
_ * moſt univerſal are—reaſon and conſcience—pa- . 
rental affection and autharity—example and ex- 


perience. Reaſon, the gift of God, has been. 


found in all ages capable of deducing from the 
wonders of creatian this concluſion, that venera- 
tion, gratitude, and obedience are due to the ſu- 


preme Intelligence, which gave to all things 


their . Peppester, 110 powers, r 


ſcience 


mo 


ſcience M app IBN fomie Wa as good, and 
| in condemning others as evil, has Born teſtimony 
to the wiſdom of © refuſing the evil, and choofing 


« the good.” Parental authority, under the 


guidance of natural affection, has ever greitly | 
influenced the infant mind; and has manifeſted 
2 deſire to inculcate whatever ſhould ſeem cen- 
dueive to happineſs rather than the eontrary: 
® can a woman forget her ſucking child, that 
* ſhe' ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of 
4 © her womb?” * Example and experience have 
had conſiderable efficacy. by ſhewing the poſſibi- 
lity of doing © what is good,” and by pointing 


out the inevitable confequences of moral actions, 


or the effects of virtue and vice, on . ap- 
pinels and ſocial F 


* 


98 


Theſe general means, communicated to man 
by the univerſal Parent, ae the truth of this 
comprehenſive affertion— He hath ſhewed thee, 
O man, what is good.” But to thoſe, who 
are bleſſed with the additional light. of revelation - 
in the Moſaic and Chriſtian covenants, that truth 
| cotties with redoubled evidence: the Jew andthe 
| Chriftfan cannot but acknowledge the force of 
theſe words in their fulleſt extent He hath 
E lie we thee, Or man, What! is 2 and Wat 
| "9 "doth 
* 1 15. | 


AF 
8 


8 
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* doth the 1 require of thee, but to do 
cc « juſtly, and ro love mercy, is to walk humbly 
i « with thy God?” 


ENS To ds juſtly” i isa branch of moral duty, i uni- 
verſally approved in theory; though, unhappily, 
not univerſally adopted in practice.. To do juſtly” 

s ſo eſſential to the peace and order of ſociety, 
that, beſides its conſonance with reaſon, it is 
expreſsly required in both the written teſti- 
monies of the divine will: and no leſs than the 
groſſeſt perverſion of revealed religion, or the 
moſt determined rejection of © what is good,” 

can in practice withſtand the obli e | 


15 the Moſaic: law, the greateſt fireſs was laid 
on « doing juſtly: the children of Iſrael were 
_ earneſtly enjoined by. the Prophets to act accord- 
ing to truth and equity; as the violation of that 
branch of obedience would render every other 
moral qualification, and every claim to the divine 
favour of no worth and importance. * Shall I 


4 «, count them pure with the wicked balances, and. 


with the bag of deceitful weights?“ * « Did 
« not thy father do judgment and juſtice? ?. he 
' « judged the cauſe of the poor and needy; then 

« it was well with him: was not this to know 

. me, faith the Lord * The ſame duty is 


required“ 
So Micah vi. 7 4+ ſeremiah i. 15, 16, 


r oo 23 too les. Sono Rt 


Cm) 


« required” under the light of: is Goſpel: for! 
though ſome perſons who lay claim to a peculiar 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and to an unalter- 
able intereſt in the divine favour, preſume to un- 
dervalue the importance, and to deny the neceſ- 
| - fity of doing juſtly ;*? yet no proficiency in the 
knowledge of the Goſpel, no attachment to evan- 
gelical doctrines can e for my IO : 
| See of injuſtice. _ 


— 


1 0 the love of 8 1 ce are the 
motives and obligations. By nature we are 
prompted to © love merey. Conſcious of many 
infirmities and imperfections; conſcious that we 
are not ſufficient. to our own happineſs, nor ſo 
complete in the performance of our duty as not 
| to ſtand in need of divine mercy, we muſt AC= 
| knowledge the importance and neceſſity of being - 
© merciful after our power.” But, beſides theſe 
inducements; circumſtances ariſe in domeſtic _ 
concerns, and ſtill more frequently in civil and 
judicial matters, which would render an ad- 
herence to ſtrict juſtice not. beneficial, but op- 
preſſive: : in all ſuch caſes reaſon dictates that | 
Juſtice n be e 8 1 | | 
* 
| 10 this: ot; whe had been e Is 

reſcued from Egyptian ſlavery, ſeparated from 


7 
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an idolatrous nation, and, by ſtupendous acts of 


divine favour, planted within the border of 


* the promiſed inheritance, the exerciſe of 


mercy, not merely among themſelves, but to- 
wards the alien and ſtranger, was required” on 


this ground, their having experienced number- 


leſs mercies from God“ Love ye the ſtranger, 


« for ye were ſtrangers in the land of Egypt.“ 


Nor could the Few want motives to acts of kind- 
neſs and compaſſion, whenever he contemplated 


thoſe wonders of divine love, which bore teſti- 
mony to this deſcription of his Almighty Deli- 


verer— The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 


ce long-ſuffering ; - and abundant i in goodneſs and 
« truth. * If the obligation to acts of mercy 


_ riſe in proportion to the manifeſtations of divine 


goodneſs, ſhall not the Chri/tian love mercy? In 
the Goſpel we behold the richeſt diſplay of the 
divine goodneſs : and this concluſion muſt touch 
the heart of every believer in Chriſt—< ſhouldeſt 
« not thou alſo have had compaſſion on thy fel- 


T0 low-ſervant, even as I had Pity « on thee * 


| Bar, leſt i it ſhould be 1 ay no more is 
« required?” of human beings than to do juſtly 
« and to love mercy ;'* or, in other words, that 


2 e e ſo called, conſtitutes the 


whole 


12 Exodus x X. 19. f + Exodus xxxiv. 6. t Matthew xviii. 33. 


7 ae 'F 


whole of man's | obedience, the Prophet has 
| e out another eſſential branch of duty, 
expreſſed in this comprehenſive injunction— | 


ce walk e with thy God.“ 


It hat been amd by PR, ce m1 in 1 
* own conceits, that a life of virtue may ſubſiſt 
without any dependence on religious principle. 
But, in whom has that ever been found? Does 
not experience, on the contrary, atteſt, that men 
are inclined © to do juſtly and to love mercy?” in 
proportion as they have learned & to walk humbly 
« with their God?” and that thoſe perſons, who 
are remarkable for a ſelfiſh and unfeeling ſpirit, _ 
are likewiſe the moſt devoid of religious prin-= 
ciple? Whoever is well acquainted with the na- 
ture of the; Moſaic and Chriſtian covenants, will 
diſcern their tendency to diſpoſe the mind to a full 
acquieſcence in the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
Bod; and thus prevent that mental pride, which 


is too frequently the 1 of preſumption and 
miſery. 


— 


By walking humbly wich our God. we ſhall 


| not imagine that the ſhort line of our under- 


ſanding can fathom the depth of his perfec- - 
tions; or, that . our reaſon is an excellent 


Q 2 5 guide ; 


-—— 
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guide in human matters, it is likewiſe. compe- 
tent to determine on thoſe which. are -ablolutely 
5 Ae, 9: 


| By cc e ines: with our 2 ”” we 

ſhall neither be ſo elated with temporal honours 
E and diſtinctions, as to withhold 'the public ado- 
ration and the ſecret homage due unto the Moſt 
High; nor ſo dejected, if diſtreſs and trouble 
come upon. us, as to doubt that his power can 
ſuſtain, and his mercy © comfort our hearts in 
« the multitude of ſorrows.” 8 


By ah 3 DE with our God,” we ſhall - 
not preſume to call in queſtion the counſels of 
his wiſdom in the Creation, in the Government, 

and in the Redemption of mankind; but ſhall 
learn, after the example of an illuſtrious Apoſtle, 
to © caſt down imaginations, and every high 
= thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge 
« of God, and bring into captivity every thought 
« to the obedience of Chriſt. 

From theſe reflections on the importance and 
neceſſity of « what the Lord requireth,” I now 
proceed, in the /econd place, to conſider, how dif- 
ferent from * what the Lord requireth' are 
FE LN ˙AẽÜ le 


2 Corinthians x. 5. 
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thoſe many deluſions and. thing; which, 
though varying according to times and circum- 


ſtances, have, in all ages, been ſubſtituted in the 


room of < what 1 10 e 


II. Though it be difficult to trace the origin 


of thoſe various errors and deluſions, which, under 
the abuſed name of Religien, have debaſed the 
minds, and embittered the days of men; yet it 
may be expedient to ad vert to ſome inſtances, 


that, by diſcerning their pernicious influence, we 


may ſet the greater value on moral and religious 


wiſdom, and, with equal fidelity and zeal, apply - 


our hearts and minds to thoſe duties, which 50 the 
. Lord 1 os ee | 


* 0 
# / 
n 2 A 
\ , : 


* 


Ik we turn our thoughts to the condition of the 5 
Heathen world, before the preaching of the 


Goſpel, how melancholy the reflection, that their 


truth and reaſon! How humiliating the idea, that 


even the moſt civilized nations, though they 
might diſplay ſuperior magnificence in ſacred 
rites, were devoted to nearly the ſame ſuperſtitions, | 


| facrifices, and idolatries, which degraded the moſt 
ſavage tribes : at one time, to engage the favour 
of their gods, inflicting on their own perſons 


religious ſyſtem was one continued perverſion of 


3 1 and torment ; at another, to avert diſ- 
| pleaſure, b 


A 


E 


all ded. +. ei fan cd. 
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pleaſure, offering up in ſacrifice their ſons and 
their daughters — Every abomination to the 
« Lord, which he hateth, have they done unto 
their gods; for even their ſons and their 


« daughters have they 8 | in the fire to their 
cc gods. 55 


If ſuch ideas of religion prevailed among the 
Heathens, the effect on their lives and manners 


may eaſily be imagined. What encouragement 


could there be for moral conduct among thoſe, 


who worſhipped, as gods, beings endued with 


the worſt paſſions and affections found in the 
worſt of men? What ground for purity of heart 


in thoſe, whoſe myſtic rites were pollution? What 
' motives to acts of juſtice, or of mercy, among 


thoſe, whoſe expiations were cruelty and murder? 
How lamentable the idea-that the human under- 
ſtanding ſhould be thus miſerably debaſed ! that 


the religious principle, intended as the guide to 


virtue and peace, to duty and happineſs, ſhould, 


through bad education and example, be ſo miſled 


as to ſanction deluſion! ſo abuſed as to authorize 

the commiſſion of evil! and, that in conſequence 

of ſuch perverſion, numbers ſhould be found 
ſcarcely able to diſcern their own vanity and folly ! 

2s the Prophet Rb” They that make a 


46 r - 


Deut. xii. 31. 


6 


„ viaven image are all of them vanity none N 


« conſidereth in his heart, neither is there kaow- 


| « ledge, nor underſtanding to ſay, ſhall 1 fall 


| © down to the Rock of a Se 


L 10 reſtore juſt ideas of the 1 0 perfections, 
| and to revive ſound principles of action, were 
among the gracious motives: for ſeparating one 
people from the idolatrous nations of the earth, 


_ « by ſigns, and wonders, and mighty works.” 
To that people were delivered laws, ſtatutes, and 
judgments, of an holy and peculiar nature. Liv- 


ing inſtructors, * prophets and righteous men, 
endued with more than human foreſight, wiſdom, 
and power, were continually raiſed up amongſt 


the Jews to vindicate the honour” and authority 


| of the divine laws, to inflict perſonal and national 


puniſhment on the rebellious, and to announce 


what was the general character of that people? 
On the teſtimony of their own. law-giver and 
prophets, we trace in the Jews, with ſome ex- 


ceptions, more attention to circumſtantial than 


to ſubſtantial duties; more zeal for external ordi- 
nances than for internal holineſs; and more readi- 


neſs to © offer ſacrifice” than © ro do juſtly, to 
* love mercy, and to walk humbly with n 


5 « God: 
| „ Think xv. 9, and 19. 


1 
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preſent and future peace to the righteous. But, 
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5 * Ifaiahi. 3. f Hoſes i. 4. 
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10 God: 25 notwithſtanding the many gracious calls 
to repentance; notwithſtanding © the voices. of 
* the Prophets,” proclaiming the inefficacy of 
ritual obſervances, even thoſe of divine appoint- 
ment, unleſs accompanied with holineſs of life; 
and notwithſtanding many national judgments 
inflicted becauſe of tranſgreſſions ; judgments, 


which, in producing a merely tranſient refor- 
mation, gave occaſion to additional expoſtu- 


lations Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? 


. Ye will revolt more and more.“ O Judah, 


* what ſhall I do unto thee ? For your goodneſs 


* js as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it 


5 e PR 943 


wa bs the fulneſs of the time, e to the | 


* ſure word of prophecy,” the promiſed Meſſiah 


appeared on earth. At that period, the law 
« given by Moſes was become ilmoſt of none 


effect by means of impetfe&t nd falſe ideas of 
religion, introduced throug} .he traditions of the 
_ elders, and countenanced 7y the hypocriſy of the 
' Phariſees and the errors of the Sadducees. Our 
Lord's miſſion and miniſtry were graciouſly 


directed to remove from the minds of the people 


thoſe corrupt ſentiments — to diſplay the true 
intent of the law of Moſes . to inſtruct his 


Apoſtles 


0 3 


— 


| Latin in TR ſpiritual nature « his kingdom 
to inculcate a perfect rule of life to exhibit 
| in his own perſon an example of all righteouſneſs | 
to © give: himſelf for our ſins Land, by - 


triumphing over death, to open to all believers 
the gate of everlaſting life. By the labours of 


the Apoſtles, confirmed and bleſſed through the 


gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Chriſtian doctrine was 
planted i in the earth. 


But ſoon » was the cfiicacy. of War word much 


| impeded by error, and perverted by hereſy. 
Though it be true, that, in the infancy: of the 


. Chriſtian church, many faithful diſciples-endured 
with fortitude and reſignation, all that oppoſition 
could deviſe, and perſecution execute during the 

riod of three hundred years, under the domi- 


nion of the worſt tyrants that ever diſgraced the 


human form ;- yet, when in completion of the 
word of prophecy kings and princes became 
* nurſing fathers to the church, thoſe benefits, 


temporal and ſpiritual, which were in reaſon ex- 


pected ro flow from the ceſſation of perfecution, 
and from the legal eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian 


faith, were for ſome ages interrupted, not more 


by the i irruption of the barbarous northern tribes, 


than by the Ciſſentions. the animoſities,/ and 
„„ vicious 


| . Galatians 1.4. 
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Kleie edle which prevailed among Chriſtians 
themſelves: when zeal for religion degenerated 
into intemperate ardour for ſome inſignificant 


rites and ceremonies when the love of truth was 
abſorbed in the inglorious purſuit of temporal 
pre- emĩinence when the leaven of ſecular intereſt 
corrupted the ſimplicity of the Go] pel—and when 
ſpiritual authority gradually became the pretext 


for exerciſing over the minds, 'no leſs than over 


the perſons and property, of men a tyranny, the 


more intolerable as it falſely laid claim to infalli- 


bility. Hence the introduction of deluſions and 
abſurdities, both i in faith and practice; the i impo- 
fition of many grievous burdens ; and the enjoin- 


Ing pecuniary penalties, as commutations for 
5 tranſgreſſing the laws of God: hence implicit 


obedience to the will of thoſe ſpiritual rulers, 
who, by withholding * the key of knowledge,” 


and by performing all offices of religion in an un- 


known tongue, kept the people in ignorance of 


dee the words of eternal life;*” were © lords over 


« God's herirage ; 57 commanding to “ abſtain 


© from meats; forbidding to marry;?*” © and 
1 doing evil,” under the preſumption, or pre- 


tence, that « good would come.” Hence, as 


the ſum of all, the attributing to the viſible head 
of the See of Rome, titles, homage, and ador- 


ation, due . the inviſible head of the Holy 
| Catholic 
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| Catholic: 8 and the conferring on papal 
ſupremacy power, not only to decide contro- 


yerſies, and decree articles of faith, but to alter, 


to diſpenſe with, to abrogate, to make, null and 
wich the will and the laws of God. 


That, in fo corrupt a Hare of Chriſtian i 


ledge, the votaries of the power then uſurped 


over the conſciences of men, were in general un . 


acquainted with the deſign of the Goſpel, and with 
the nature of true religion, the hiſtory of the 
Romiſh church affords too many Proofs : her 
warmeſt advocates. have not been able to deny 
the reality and the conſequences of that ſpiritual 
tyranny, evident in the extreme ignorance and 
vice, ſuperſtition and idolatry, which marked 
the middle ages ; and which, by ſophiſticating 


morality and disfiguring Chriſtian truth, not only 


opened a way to the ambition, and gave ſtability 


to the deſpotiſm of the Arabian jmpoſtor, but 


ſo deeply planted, and ſo widely propagated 


| ſentiments repugnant to the doctrines of the 


Goſpel, that they are not cars from the 
85 of many 2 at this day. 


494 this brings & me in the third Place to make 
1 an application to ourſelves. | 
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m Ae t it not be concluded from any obſer. 
vations juſt made, that in the Chriſtian church 
there have ever been wanting zealous converts to 
the truth, and faithful diſciples of Chriſt, even 
in thoſe periods, that were leaſt favourable to 
Chriſtian knowledge. For, as among the Gen- 
tiles, though inyolved in error. and deluſion, 
many illuſtrious characters appeared, who © ſhone 
as lights in the world, and were an honour 
to human nature; and, as among the Jews, in 
the moſt rebellious and idolatrous reigns, numbers 
were zealous for the Lord God of Hoſts,” and 
prieved at the abominations found in Iſrael and 
Judah; fo, under the light of the Goſpel, the 
church of Chriſt has ever produced ſincere and 
able advocates for the faith: under the worſt 
times of popery, many pious ſouls, who ſaw and 
lamented the prevailing errors, by ſuffering roſe 
ſuperior to the delufion ; and divine revelation 
haas not failed in accompliſhing one gracious 


deſign, that — “ of bringing many ſons unto 
55 ' Glory.” ” 


( 
| 
| 
q 


fy be: alt of “ faithſul- witneſſes,” + 
through. the mercy of God, a ray- of the true 
light once more ſhone forth, and by its bright= 
neſs e the clouds of papal darkneſs. The 


”— revival 
„ Heb. ii. 10, 5 + Rer. xi. 3. 
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revival of chin; and the diffuſion ar e 


knowledge, aided by the providential diſcovery 


of the art of printing, rendered the truths of 
Chriſtianity. the object of popular attention. And 
| when the ſpirit of the Goſpel was better under- 

| ſtood; when juſt ſentiments were generally enter- 


| tained of © the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free; the perſecuting ſpirit, which 
for centuries had uſurped the ſcat of power, was 
held in juſt abhorrence, and was ſuperſeded by 
numberleſs civil and religious bleſſings, the ge- 
nuine fruits of a Reformation founded on the au- 
| e 5 the EA gen . : 85 


— 


But cough Ye civil and religious bleſſings, 


which acerue to us as Proteſſants, are highly 


valued by thoſe who have well conſidered them; 


yet their continuance among us ſeems now to be 


in danger from the Abu/e of one inſtrumental 
cauſe of their exiſtence. The preſs has of late 
years teemed with productions directl y in favour 


of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm, of vice and im- 
morality, of irreligion and infidelity : deluſions 


ſubverſive of good ſenſe and good order, inaſmuch . 
as they tend. to unſettle the common principles 
of the mind to weaken the neceſſity of being | 
good and of doing good—to miſrepreſent the ge- 

nuine doctrines of the Goſpel and ee e = 
the external evidences for its divine authority. 
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But at this period, and even in this nation, 5 
uncommon diligence is exerted to excite, among 
all ranks of people, the 1 8 of edition and 
3 1888 7 | 


Under the .endearing, but abuſed, name of 
Liberty, Sedilion diſperſes thoſe deſcriptions of 
natural rights, which are intended not to be- 

nefit ſociety, but to ſubvert every form of go- 
vernment, and to annihilate all ſocial order. The 
'- ſeeds of diſſention and diſcord are. ſedulouſly 
_  fown by contending againſt ſubordination; by 
reprefenting the exiſtence of © high and low, 
« rich and poor, maſter and ſervant, ſovereign. 
„ and ſubje&,”” as intolerable: tyranny ; while 
thoſe, who are true to the levelling ſyſtem; are 
extolled as the beſt Friends of the People. But, 
though we admire the brightneſs of their talents, 
and even give credit to ſome among them for in- 
. tending the good of their country, ſuch poli- 
tical wiſdom is nn of all e law and 
. : 


: — bu tea. name of Phi- 
loſophy, Aibeiſim now ſcatters the ſeeds. of irre- 
parable miſchief. The Atheiſt aſſerts, that he 

accounts no fear ſo needleſs and unfounded as 
the fear of God. The Att: attributes the 

„ 90M 
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vorks of bstüre, or, in other words, thoſe innu- 
merable teſtimonies of power and deſign, which 


proclaim an Intelligence infinite in wiſdom, to 


chance or neceſſity. The eſſential and immu- | 


table diſtinction of good and evil, diſcernible in 
their effects on individuals, and on communities; 
the internal complacency conſequent on bene- 
ficent deeds, and the diſſatisfaction ever accom- 
panying vicious and injurious actions, the Atheiſt 


reſolves into the mere force of habit, or early 


prejudice; and thus endeavours to equaliſe in- 
nocence and guilt. © The cloud of witneſſes,” 
aſſerting the reality of miraculous facts ſub- 


| ' mitted to their ſenſes, and ſealing that teſtimony 


with their blood, the Atheiſt aſcribes to fraud and 


prieſtcraft. The atteſtation of nations to the 


completion of predictions, confeſſedly delivered 
many centuries prior to their accompliſhment, 


the Atheiſt imputes to a concurrence in deceiving | 
and in being deceived ; alledging, in vindication 
of his univerſal doubts and denials, that no pro- 


| phecy was ever delivered, becauſe, in his opinion, 
there is no omniſeient Intelligence; that no mi- 


racle ever was, or ever can be wrought, becauſe, ' 
on his principles, there is no ſupernatural Power; 
and that no laws can bind the conſcience, becauſe, 


according to his ſyſtem, there is not a fupreme 


$ 1 And yet the AVE: with all his 
Z _ claims 5 
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| 33 to freedom of ds and exemption : 
from the prejudices of education, is a ſlave to 


extreme abſurdities, a bigot to the moſt irrational 
. tenets, and the enemy of God and man, in at- 
tempting to ſubvert principle to diſturb ſocial 
order to eradicate the feelings of humanity— 


and rob the heart of its deareſt N and 


conſolation. 


To 1 extent the deluſions, 3 pointed out, 


5 will proceed, it may not be within human fore- 
0 fight to determine: but it wants little penetra- 


tion to diſcover, that, unleſs they are counter- 
acted by wiſdom, the moſt valuable intereſts of 
Society will periſh. Can we then be too much 
upon our guard what opinions we adopt for the 
guidance of our lives? for ſo eaſily does one pe- 
cies of deluſion ſucceed to another, though in 
appearance moſt oppoſite, that more pains and 
diligence are neceſſary, than are uſually beſtowed 


from the avorations of life, to underſtand the 
Ground of opinions commonly received; and 


much impartiality, integrity, and firmneſs of 


mind are requiſite to determine, and to Bots ac- 


cording to "truth. 


From reviewing ſome of the miſapprehenſions, 


AS, and e which e in paſt 
ages; 


* 
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ages; and from obſerving the progreſs of thoſe, 
| which diſgrace the preſent, we may deduce theſe 
| improvements that our happineſs as individuals, 
and our proſperity as united in the bands of So- 

4 ciety, are inſeparably connected with the practice 


bol ſocial, moral, and religious duties and that 


ſo long as we adhere to the dictates of reaſon, 
and ta the teſtimony of the word of God, we 
ſhall be the leſs expoſed to any ſpecies of delu- 
ſion; the more inclined to liſten to © what is 

is good; ,” and the better able to fulfil our re- 
ſpective callings. For, in truth, the private du- 
ties of life can never be properly diſcharged by 
thoſe perſons, who give up the uſe of their rea- 
ſon; nor by thoſe, who diſclaim all ſubordina- 
tion; nor hy thoſe who deny. the truth of reli- 
gion. Much leſs can civil and public engage- 
ments be honourably performed, if the heart is 
eſtranged from the exerciſe of juſtice, from the 
love of mercy; and from the worſhip of God. 
The Throne is eſtabliſhed by Righteouſneſs.“ “ 
Juſtice, mercy, and piety, commendable and 
| honourable in all men, appear with redoubled 
luſtre, and produce extenſive good, when con- 
ſpicuous in Princes, Governors, and Magiſtrates. 
Strick attention ſhould therefore be paid, not 
merely to the political abilities, hut to the moral 
| * Proverbs 5 
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the preacher, according to his ability and judg- 
ment, to characterize the paſt ſervices of the 
ruling Magiſtrate : but our chief Magiſtrate 1s 
perſuaded that a man's actions ſhould ſpeak his 


( 130 ) 


| and religious qualifications of thoſe, who. are to 


be choſen. rulers over God's people. Moſt ex. 
cellent in that view was this advice of Jethro : 


Thou ſhalt provide out of all the people, able 
men; ſuch as fear God; men of truth, hating 


60 covetouſneſs, and place ſuch over them.“ tf ? 


| You, my reſpected Brethren, are this day called 
upon to exerciſe the important truſt of electing, 
for the year enſuing, a chief Magiſtrate over this 
ancient and renowned City. You know, it has 
ever conduced 'to the honour, the dignity, and 


the ſafety of this metropolis, when the conduct of 


the chief Magiſtrate has confirmed the wiſdom 
of his Electors; when he has gained the appro- 
bation of the wiſe and good—by exemplary at- 


' tention to the arduous duties of that honourable 
office by the exerciſe of juſtice tempered with 


mercy—by firm attachment to the laws—by a 
regard to the rue intereſts of the People—by 
Loyalty to the Sovereign and Pl: Zeal for the 
Honour of God. 


It has how e Dp on theſe occafions for 


cha racer, 


* „b xviii. 21. 


( ” 


Ader, nd that per onal encomiums e 85 


not be delivered from bis place: at his deſire 
the preacher is reſtrained from paying the tri- 
bute of reſpect, that he conceives due to thoſe 
qualities in heart and mind, which have diſtin- 
guiſhed the preſent chief Magiſtrate i in his judi- 
cial capacity, and which have likewiſe proved, 
that the three objects neareſt his heart, through 
out life, have been—* to do juſtly—to love | 
a bars to walk humbly with his God. wy 


May we All 1 ceſpe&ive ſtations, con- 
ſcientiouſly apply our hearts and minds to « what. 
is good; to © what the Lord requireth of us; 


and thus contribute our endeavours to the pre- 


| ſervation of peace and order, to the happineſs 
of our fellow-creatures, to the increaſe of Juſtice, 


Mercy, and Ts and therein to the 1 of 
God. 


7 0 God the Kae, the Son, and the Fly 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, 

all bonour, praiſe, might, majefly, and 
dominion, now, henceforth, and Jar ever- 
more. Amen. 
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